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WHAT IS YPF? 
The three areas of focus for the YPF are fellowship 
(creating a fun, safe community for our 
teens/preteens), service (finding ways to give back 
to the community) and spirit (creatively 
participating in the spiritual life of our home 
parish).   YPF is based at St. Stephens but is an 
interfaith group, welcoming members from any 
and all neighboring communities of faith.   Critical 
mass is important for youth fellowship and we 
encourage any interested youth (friends, etc) to 
join.   We continue to actively pursue collaboration 
with other communities of faith. 
 

LATEST ACTIVITY 
At the YPF’s October 20th, second grant-funded trip 
to the outdoor education center, Ramblewild 
threw another very different set of challenges our 
way!   Our first visit last spring provided 
opportunities for groups to face the challenges of 
the high ropes course- definitely outside of many 
participants’ comfort zone.    Sunday’s group-
building exercises in the low-ropes course pushed 
our group of teens into situations of 
communication and cooperation that were 
frustrating at moments, funny at others, and 
ultimately a great learning experience.   I was very 
proud of every participant because no activity 
could have happened successfully without 100% 
participation and cooperation from the group. 
Nothing beat the moment when all 11 teenagers 
stood balanced on a giant (VERY TIPPY) see-saw 
and sang “Row Row Row Your Boat” all the way 
through! 
 
Thanks to the volunteers, Sara Garinther and Alec 
Gillman and thanks also to the grant funding from 
Feronia Forest. We look forward to our next (TBD) 
adventure in November- stay tuned! And let me 
know if you have an idea or are willing to volunteer 
to help. 
  

 

NEXT STEPS: SERVICE! 
Sunday's participants completed a creative 
brainstorm of possible service projects, sharing 
their ideas of how they could make the world 
better. Some common themes emerged; serving 
the needy, helping the environment, and 
education. The list (in their words): 

 cleaning/building trails 
 bike/outdoor safety forum 
 petition a no-car day in Pittsfield...every 

month 
 public greenhouses 
 building things for parks (shelter, bench, 

shed...) 
 Clearing out trash 
 Picking up bottles/glass and recycling 
 Portable houses for the needy 
 Making shelters for homeless people 
 More homeless shelters 
 Sell/provide food to homeless 

These ideas will shape a developing facet of our 
Young People’s Fellowship; service to the 
community. This conversation occurs at a time 
when the long-standing St. Stephen's Table is in 
need of additional volunteers on Thursdays. I will 
be volunteering with James this Thursday and 
monthly afterwards. Anyone want to take next 
week?! If you have questions, feel free to contact 
Dan Moon, the coordinator at Dan Moon at 
dmoon6648@gmail.com  
  

There is also a giant collection going on for 
THANKSGIVING BASKETS another great 
opportunity for the YPF to support feeding the 
needy. Thanksgiving Angels are getting ready to 
give out turkeys and food baskets to 1,400 families 
in November.  St. Stephen’s has been asked to 
donate 1,000 packages, bags or boxes, of instant 
mashed potatoes (plain is preferred). We also need 
donations to purchase turkeys. Checks should be 
made out to Thanksgiving Angels. If you have any 
questions, please see or call Joan Evans (413-822-
0889). 
 
Best to all of you 
Matt Behnke 
413-579-4005 
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