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The
St. Stephen’s Parish

 First Order
How could I have been so wrong about trees? 

I’m a frequent hiker and we walk with our dog in 
the woods all the time. I know trees. Or at least I 
thought I did.

I’ve always considered trees to be solitary 
organisms. Sure, forests are groups of trees, but 
they’re not really “communities.”  Trees live – and 
die – largely on their own. Right?

It turns out there is an abundance of emerging 
research that indicates trees most certainly do 
live in communities – vibrant, resilient, evolving 
communities.

A recent article in the New York Times Magazine 
entitled “The Social Lives of Trees” summarizes much 
of this research, concluding that “Trees appear to 
communicate and cooperate...”

The title of a 2018 piece in the Atlantic asks the 
question “Do Trees Talk to Each Other?” and answers 
very much in the affirmative. The article quotes a 
German forester and author, Peter Wohlleben:

“All the trees here, and in every forest that is not too 
damaged, are connected to each other through under-
ground fungal networks. Trees share water and nutri-
ents through the networks, and also use them to com-
municate. They send distress signals about drought 
and disease, for example, or insect attacks, and other 
trees alter their behavior when they receive these mes-
sages.”

Frankly, I’m fascinated by all of this – particularly 
how it stands conventional wisdom on its head.

But I’m just as fascinated by how this seems like 
the perfect metaphor for how another community 
has responded to the last year+ of pandemic-related 
social restrictions. 

I think St. Stephen’s has been like a forest: relying 
on an “underground” network to nurture and 
sustain its members. Stay with me here.

When in-person worship ended in March 2020, St. 
Stephen’s closed our building’s doors, but we didn’t 
stop being a community. Instead, we wrote notes, 
emails, and texts. We phoned one another. Many of 
us even held video calls! 

We continued to minister to one another and to 
the larger community – oftentimes in new, different, 
and challenging (even “subterranean” – see what I 
did there!) ways. 

And we prayed. We prayed with one another. 
We prayed for one another. We prayed out loud. 
We prayed silently. We prayed… and we stayed 
connected.

The time is coming when we’ll worship in person 
together again. In the meantime, let’s stay connected 
– like the trees.

The Trees of St. Stephen’s
by Craig Reynolds, Co-warden
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Happy Birthday:  

   1 Kareen Billetter

   2 Leila Drury, Michelle Rousseau

   4 Caden Monterosso

   8 Meagan Ellis

   9 Naoma Sammons, Marjorie Van Dyke,  

Maureen Wilker

  10 Marie Sutton   

  11 Dorothy Lambert, Judith Lussier,  

Craig Reynolds

  12 Kristine Rogers

  15 Andrew Gillman, Ella LaMalfa

  16 Alexander Gillman, Cole Harrington

  17 Bill Chandler, Thom Smith

  23 Ann Phipps

  24 William Travis

  26 Jack Haviland

  27 Marilyn Barnaby, Melissa Patnode

  28 Sara Garinther

  30 Constance Bullard, Stephanie Talanian

  31 Andrew MacFarlane 

Happy Anniversary:

   3 Jean & Myron Gray  (1969)

   7 Janice & Peter Furcinite  (1960)

 22 Joan & Michael Evans   (1976)  Landmark!

 23 Linda & William Engle  (1981)  Landmark!

 24 Andrea & Peter Stasiowski   (2003) 

Berkshire Interfaith 
Organizing News

For most of 2020, due to the pandemic, BIO has 
been active -  remotely.  We were unable to have our 
Micah event which is usually held in October, but, we 
are anticipating having a “virtual” Micah event this 
year.  Meanwhile, work continues around our three 
primary issues:  Racial Justice, Immigrant Justice and 
Transportation.  

Below is highlighted a program you may be 
interested in participating in……

WHEELS FOR WELLNESS…. 

The Retired Senior Volunteer Program of Berkshire 
County (RSVP) is seeking volunteer drivers for a new 
collaborative initiative, Wheels for Wellness Program. 
Wheels for Wellness is a free ride service for Berkshire 
County residents of all ages who need transportation 
to vaccines sites and medical appointments.

The program is a partnership between RSVP and 
the following organizations: Berkshire Community 
Action Council, Berkshire Fallon Health Collaborative, 
Community Health Programs, Berkshire Interfaith 
Organizing, Berkshire Health Systems, and Blue Cross 
Blue Shield.

“We recognize that there is a considerable gap in 
available transportation, not just for seniors, but 
for many other members of our community and 
throughout the Berkshires,” said RSVP Director Jeff 
Roucoulet. 
Volunteers must meet the following criteria (mileage 
reimbursement is available):

•	Be between 55 and 79 years of age;

•	Have a reliable vehicle, valid driver’s license, and 
safe driving record;

•	Provide proof of insurance;

•	Be available for shifts (of your choice) or on-call;

•	Attend a 90-minute orientation session;

•	Must be at least two weeks beyond full immunization 
(one or two shots); and

•	Comply with mask and safety protocols; drivers 
and riders separated in the vehicle.

If you are interested, for more information, please 
contact RSVP at 413-499-9345
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Financial Update for the first quarter 2021 

At the end of the first quarter, we remained net positive by approx. $28,400.  

In February, I met with Nina to review the budget and finances. She mentioned that the treasurer at her former parish 
would compare averages of income and expenses to give a digestible snapshot of patterns that can quickly and easily 
show trends of previous years.  

Below are graphs to give context to our average income and expenses for the first quarter from 2018 – 2020 as compared 
to 2021. The blue line shows the average of 2018 – 2020 in each category as compared to 2021 (orange line). 

 

Plate Offerings Pledge Payments Genl Invst Income Genl Purp Income
Q1: 2018 - 2020 $375 $28,474 $9,266 $3,086
Q1: 2021 $652 $31,044 $5,602 $6,435
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 Q1: 2018 - 2020 $5,553 $15,519 $1,999 $4,634 $1,785 $65 $149 $354 $88 $630 $950 $6,143

 Q1: 2021 $5,058 $15,483 $1,575 $4,992 $1,793 $- $100 $238 $- $817 $717 $6,138
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If you have any questions, please contact me at leah@leahinteriors.com or 413-464-9333

Financial Update for  
the first quarter 2021 submitted by Leah Luczynski, Treasurer
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Translation/Transcription of Joan Morrow’s Note
Easter Greetings to all my Friends at St. Stephen’s!
How I miss meeting and greeting you all! May you all be hunkered nicely and safely! Chris Plankey – 
St. Stephen’s Easter Bunny – arrived at my house bearing a beautiful Easter lily!
My profound thanks to the parish for a bright spot in my living room.
Hoping we will soon gather together!
Peace & Alleluia,
Joan Morrow


