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Beloved
Community
of
St.
Stephen’s. The 120th Diocesan
Convention of the Diocese of
Western Massachusetts was held
on Saturday, November 6, 2021.
As we continue to adjust to the
challenges of our current times,
the convention was held mostly
online, with a handful of people
attending in-person at the Cathedral and in hubs
around the Diocese. While our Bishop generously
offered his address as a sermon for the following day
(All Saints Sunday), I elected to preach instead, and
share his address with you here in the Newsletter.
Because space is limited, here is an excerpt of Bishop
Fisher’s Address. You can read the entire address
here. (Or find it on the Convention website: https://
www.conventionwma.com/)
An excerpt from The Bishop’s Address to The
120th Diocesan Convention November 6, 2021
Repairing, Rebuilding, Reimagining - our
Convention theme as we are slowly coming out of
the Pandemic. It is a 2021 theme. It was also a theme
2000 years ago at the start of the Jesus Movement.
Many of you know my favorite Bible story is
the Feeding of the 5000. So, if you have heard me
preach about this before, bear with me. And listen
for the new context.
5000 people follow Jesus to a deserted place. After
hours of preaching and healing and forgiving, the

apostles recognize the people are hungry. They
tell Jesus to send them away so “they might go
onto the surrounding country and villages and
buy something for themselves to eat.” Jesus tells
the apostles, “You give them something to eat.”
The apostles say we do not have enough. Only 5
loaves and 2 fish. Jesus takes the loaves and fish.
Thanks God for it. Breaks it and gives it away. God
multiples the gift and all are filled with 12 baskets
of broken pieces left over.
In 2021, in an “almost but not quite out of the
pandemic church”, many are saying what the
apostles said, “we don’t have enough.” We don’t
have enough people coming back. We hardly have
a Sunday school left. We lack the volunteers for so
much that we did before. Trust me. I get it.
Now skip ahead in the story of Jesus. It is after
his death on the cross. There aren’t 5000 followers
anymore. There are only the 11 disciples and the
faithful women. They are frightened and despairing.
On Sunday morning, all Mary Magdalene wants
is the body returned. They are a people who “had
hoped”. Hope in the past tense. But this little group
stays together. They stay together. Then God did a
new thing and raised Jesus from the dead. Even that
good news is met with terror and amazement. The
early followers of Jesus needed to Repair, Rebuild,
Reimagine.
continued on page 2

Followers of Jesus have done this over and over again
in 2000 years. The oh-so popular St. Francis heard Jesus
calling him to rebuild a crumbling church building in
San Damiano. He started a capital campaign and got
the building restored. A good thing. Later he went deeper
and realized Jesus was calling him to repair, rebuild and
reimagine what the Church was all about.
And so here we are. In confusing and challenging
times. Unsure exactly what the Jesus Movement will
look like. But can we learn from the apostles’ mistake
at the feeding of the 5000. Can we say, “this is enough”
and trust in God’s amazing grace? In our “terror and
amazement” can we trust the Risen Christ to Repair,
Rebuild and Reimagine his mission of mercy, compassion
and hope?
Bishop Fisher went on to illustrate his point through the
ministry of our Chaplains to the Appalachian Trail.
Bishop Fisher concluded his address:
Yes, these are difficult times. But look at what we have
- what I have mentioned in this address and so much
more that I don’t have time to include. Could it be that
the work of Repairing, Rebuilding, Reimagining was
happening even before the pandemic and we are called to
thank God for it and let God multiply the Grace in ways
we cannot see yet? In our terror and amazement can we
look for more than getting the old body back and follow
where the Risen Jesus leads?
Greg Boyle, a Jesuit priest who has worked for 40 years
with gangs in Los Angeles says “St. Paul tells us to put on
Christ. Putting on Christ is the easy part. Never taking
him off - that’s the challenge.”
Can we keep Christ on? Even now? Especially now?
Our world needs Jesus Mission of Mercy, Compassion
and Hope more than ever. Our world needs prayer more
than ever. We will conclude by going back to the AT. In
the southwest corner of Massachusetts. It is not at the
beginning of the trail in Georgia or the end of the trail in
Maine. It is on the way. As we are.
This poem/prayer by Lona Fowler is one I have turned
to many times in my journey. It is my prayer for us now.
The Middle Time
BY LONA M. FOWLER
Between the exhilaration of Beginning
and the satisfaction of Concluding
is the Middle Time
of enduring, changing, trying,
despairing, continuing, becoming.
Jesus Christ was the man of God’s Middle Time
between Creation and . . . Accomplishment.
Through him God said of Creation,
“Without mistake.”
And of Accomplishment,
“Without doubt.”
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And we, in our Middle Times
of wondering, waiting, hurrying,
hesitating, regretting, revising;
We who have begun many things—
and seen but few completed;
We who are becoming more— and less;
through the evidence of God’s Middle Time
have a stabilizing hint
that we are not mistakes,
that we are irreplaceable,
that our Being is of interest
and our Doing is of purpose,
that our Being and our Doing
are surrounded by AMEN.
Jesus Christ is the Completer
of unfinished people
with unfinished work
in unfinished times.
May he keep us from sinking, ceasing,
wasting, solidifying—
that we may be for him
experimenters, enablers, encouragers,
and associates in Accomplishment.
Thus ends the prayer. But maybe we should end this
address by saying “That we may be for him Repairers,
Rebuilders, Reimaginers.
Amen.
The Rt. Reverend Douglas J. Fisher, IX Bishop, Western
Massachusetts

A Note About
Christmas Services
I’ve held off finalizing Christmas services - hoping that we’d
experience some relief in the COVID case numbers in our area.
Unfortunately, the numbers have gotten worse over the last
several weeks. Currently the risk of infection in Berkshire County
is ranked “very high’ according to the U.S. COVID Risk & Vaccine
Tracker.
We will continue to be cautious in our approach to in-person
worship, requiring people to wear masks, and maintaining
social distancing as much as possible. We are offering multiple
opportunities for worship this Christmas. There will be three
Christmas Eve Services. We’ll have a Family Service at 3pm geared specifically for children (with the assistance of some of
our youth). If you have children in your midst, please attend this
service, it should be FUN! The handbells will play at our 6pm
service, and we will have choral singers at our 9pm service. Please
note that we hope to maintain adequate social distancing at each
service, but we may have to open additional pews to provide
enough seating. If you’d prefer a less crowded service - please
choose to join us at 3pm, or even 9pm. Or choose the online
streaming option. Additionally, Sunday December 26th will
feature a Christmas celebration - one more opportunity to get our
Christmas fix!

Christmas Eve:
3pm: Eucharistic Family Service
6pm: Eucharistic Celebration featuring Handbells (streamed
online)
9pm: Eucharistic Celebration of Christmas featuring Choral
Singers (streamed online)

December
Happy Birthday:
2 Suzanne Tourigny
3 Constance Biegel
4 William Macfarlane
6 Lindsay Devitt
7 Grace Garinther, Amanda Beaulieu,
Shane Hassan, Adrianna Meyette,
Suzanne White
10 Laura Cookis
11 Tonya Reynolds
12 Dylan Thomas, Nancy Travis
13 Sharon Billetter
15 Jennifer Stetz
16 David Donovan
17 George Stetz
19 Carol Gendreau
20 Ken Black, Brian Wells
23 Mabel Cheyne, Olivia Thompson
26 Jason Hassan
27 Jameil Hand, Brody Kaley

Happy Anniversary:
4 Michael & Kristi LaMalfa

Christmas Morning:
Watch either of the two recorded streamed services from
Christmas Eve, or join the online worship at the National
Cathedral.

Sunday, December 26, Christmas I:
10am in-person Eucharistic Celebration of Christmas
(streamed online)
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Financial Update

submitted by Leah Luczynski, Treasurer

In the month of October our budgeted income was $35,588. Our budgeted expenses totaled $34,258 making us
underbudgeted for the month by $1,330. We are $41,496 overbudget year to date.
Below are graphs showing the average third quarter income and expense patterns from 2018-2020 as compared to 2021.
An important note—you’ll see that the General Investment Income average from 2018-2021 is nearly twice this year’s
average. That is because when we take money from the endowment to pay bills/balance the budget, it is classified as
investment income because even though it’s reducing our endowment, it is income to St. Stephen’s. The apparent
decrease of General Investment Income in 2021 is because we have not taken any money from the endowment to date.
Money has been moved from our savings account to our checking account to pay for bills and salaries.
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If you would like to see a full itemized report of the income, expenses, savings accounts, and the balance sheet, please feel
free to contact Leah Luczynski directly e: leah@leahinteriors.com or ph: 413.464.9333
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Berkshire Interfaith
Organizing’s MICAH
Celebration Returns
After skipping a year because of the pandemic,
Berkshire Interfaith Organizing resumes the honoring of
local unsung heroes at its traditional Micah Celebration.
For health safety reasons the event has been prerecorded and will be available for streaming beginning
Sunday, January 9, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.
You can register to receive a link at
berkshireinterfaithorganizing.org. A contribution is
requested.
Member groups are encouraged to consider holding a
festive watch party as a way to further celebrate your
honoree.
The event is named after the profit Micah from the
Hebrew Scriptures who proclaimed, “What does the
Lord require of you? To act justly, and to love mercy,
and to walk humbly with your God.”
“A highlight of the BIO year is this joyful, public
honoring of individuals who day in and day out live the
lesson of Micah,” said Rev Joel Huntington, President
of BIO and Pastor of South Church, Pittsfield. “I’m
always inspired by the stories of these honorees, who
in so many ways make so much of a difference in our
community without garnering much attention.”
The prerecorded event includes short, “on location”
interviews with this year’s honorees, who are:
Cathedral of the Beloved – Alice Rose
Knesset Israel – Susan Staskin
First Church-Park Square – Don & Judy Fyfe
First Congregational, Lee – Barbara Mahony
First Congregational, Williamstown – Anne O’Connor
Sisters of St. Joseph – Natalie Cain, SSJ
South Congregational, Pittsfield – Mary Rentz
St. John’s, Williamstown – Mary King
St. Mark’s – Maria Sylvia
St. Stephen’s – Chris Plankey
Unitarian Universalist Church, Pittsfield – Kim Rivers
Several groups will also honor individuals who were
active in this work before their deaths in the past year.
Those include:		
Knesset Israel – Myrna Hammerling
Price Memorial AME Zion – Mabel Hamilton
St. Mark’s – Ramiro Guerrero
St. Stephen’s – Rev. John Tarrant
“You needn’t be part of a BIO member group to be
lifted up by the word and example of these every day
heroes,” Huntington said. “What a great way this is to
celebrate our community after the many challenges of
the past year.”

Parishioners Assume New
Property-Related Roles
St. Stephen’s faces important challenges in managing
our beautiful, but aging, facility. To address these
challenges as effectively as possible, two parishioners
have stepped forward to take on new roles related to
property administration.
John Garinther has accepted an invitation from
the Wardens to be the new Chair of the Property
Committee. John and the Property Committee will
focus on major property projects, including significant
repairs, renovations, and facility improvements.
Joan Evans, long-time Chair of the Property
Committee, has volunteered to assume a new role
addressing the day-to-day operation of our building.
In this role Joan will be a key liaison with our BCARC
weekday crew, monitor and order cleaning supplies,
and organize efforts to address immediate maintenance
needs.
The Rector, Wardens, and Vestry express our deep
gratitude to John and Joan for their commitment, their
flexibility, and their many gifts. If you are interested in
joining either effort, please get in touch with John or
Joan directly, or contact the Parish Office.
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