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from the Rector

NOVEMBER 2021
Our Celebration of New Ministry and Bishop’s
Visitation was a wonderful event, thanks to the
contributions of so many. I had a wonderful time
welcoming Bishop Fisher and showing off some
of the fabulous people and ministries of St.
Stephen’s. I realize that many were unable to
attend either because of COVID precautions,
or because of the long weekend. In addition
to hearing the Good Word from Bishop Fisher
and having him serve as celebrant at our altar,
the Celebration of New Ministry involves two
important traditions - the Institution and
Induction of the new Rector.
During the Institution the wardens presented
me to the bishop as the newly chosen Rector
of St. Stephen’s and the bishop read the letter of
institution. Then Bishop Fisher asked me:
“Nina, do you, in the presence of this
congregation, commit yourself to this new trust and
responsibility?” I answered: I do. And Bishop Fisher
asked the congregation: “Will you who witness this
new beginning support and uphold Nina in this
ministry? And the congregation answered: We will.
After the litany of Thanksgiving, the bishop led us in
this collect: “Everliving God, strengthen and sustain
Nina, that with patience and understanding she
may love and care for your people; and grant that
together they may follow Jesus Christ, offering to
you their gifts and talents; through him who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.”
The Induction followed - during which members
of the congregation presented gifts symbolic of
our ministry together. Those gifts included: a Bible
and a Women’s Lectionary, liturgical colored face
masks, a prayer book (Daily Prayers for All Seasons)
and a book of poetry (Mary Oliver’s Devotions), a
kaleidoscope, and possibly my favorite - one of the
soft red aprons from St. Stephen’s Table. As the new
rector, I was allowed to gift symbolic gifts to the
congregation. I wanted to share this portion of the
Induction with all of you.
May this stole, with text from the prophet Micah,
be a symbol of our ministry for Social Justice and

advocacy, as we strive for justice and peace among
all people, and respect the dignity of every human
being.
People: Amen.
May these buttons and this rainbow stole be
symbols of our ministry of inclusion and welcome,
as we proclaim the Good News of God in Christ.
People: Amen.
May these prints by artist Janet McKenzie,
hanging around the sanctuary be symbolic of our
Baptismal promise to seek and serve Christ in all
persons, loving our neighbor as ourselves.
People: Amen.
The Bishop:
Nina, let all these be signs of the ministry which is
mine and yours in this place.
People Amen.
The new Rector stands in the midst of the church,
and says: O Lord my God, I am not worthy to
have you come under my roof; yet you have called
your servant to stand in your house, and to serve
at your altar. To you and to your service I devote
myself, body, soul, and spirit. Fill my memory with
the record of your mighty works; enlighten my
understanding with the light of your Holy Spirit;
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and may all the desires of my heart and will center in what
you would have me do. Make me an instrument of your
salvation for the people entrusted to my care, and grant
that I may faithfully administer your holy Sacraments,
and by my life and teaching set forth your true and living
Word. Be always with me in carrying out the duties of
my ministry. In prayer, quicken my devotion; in praises,
heighten my love and gratitude; in preaching, give me
readiness of thought and expression; and grant that, by the
clearness and brightness of your holy Word, all the world
may be drawn into your blessed kingdom. All this I ask for
the sake of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Bishop then presents the new minister to the congregation,
saying
Greet your new Rector.
Following the Eucharist, the Bishop led us in this prayer:
Bishop: Almighty Father, we thank you for feeding us with
the holy food of the Body and Blood of your Son, and for
uniting us through him in the fellowship of your Holy Spirit.
We thank you for raising up among us faithful servants for
the ministry of your Word and Sacraments. We pray that
Nina may be to us an effective example in word and action,
in love and patience, and in holiness of life. Grant that we,
with her, may serve you now, and always rejoice in your
glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.
Bishop Fisher closed our worship with this statement:
We have celebrated this new pastoral relationship in the
great Thanksgiving at this altar. Nina, I commend to your
love and care the people of St. Stephen’s. My brothers and
sisters in Christ, I commend to your love and care your new
Rector, colleague and friend, Nina.
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Taryn Bannon, Amanda Delisle
Jason Hassan, Sarah Novak
Natalie Devitt, Don Phipps
Tomas Dillon, Barbara Nightingale,
Christopher Plankey
Matthew Billetter
Glenn Novak, Roy Sutton
Justin DeWitt, Keil Hassan. Al Symonds
Lois Neumann
Charlotte Luczynski
Addison DiGrigoli, Abigail Moon,
Charlie Sawyer, Peter Zuber
Martha Fickling
Michelle McNeil
A’mya Alger, Elizabeth Contenta,
Lily Stasiowski
Gail Miller
Kristi LaMalfa, Sophia LaMalfa
Bette-Anne Eddy
Jim Cawse
Evelyn Pieloch

Happy Anniversary:

Beloved Community of St. Stephen’s, I am looking forward
to all that God has in store for us as we walk this portion of
the journey together. I’m glad that we are in this together!
(And if you didn’t get a button, be sure to pick one up at the
back of the sanctuary.)
Nina+
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Judith and Donald Lussier		
David & Marcie Nevin		
Mark & Nancy Trapani Milestone!
David & Virginia Donovan		
Matthew & Sharon Billetter
David Baker and Susan LeBourdais
Peter & Nancy Zuber		
David & Pam Aldrich

Berkshire Interfaith Organizing
(BIO) News...
BIO will be holding our Micah Celebration this
year as a virtual event, streaming live on January 9,
2022 at 2:00 p.m.. We are very excited to be able
to bring this event to you this year after skipping
2020. It will be different, shorter, no food as in past
years but no less creative and informative. We have
honorees from 11 of our member congregations
throughout Berkshire County who have gone above
and beyond in their dedication to the words of the
prophet Micah… “And what does the Lord require
of you? To act justly and to love mercy and walk
humbly with your God.”
St. Stephen’s is proud to honor Chris Plankey
this year. Chris has shepherded us through a
very difficult pandemic year with his skills as a
videographer by showing up each week to record
the Sunday service and bring it to our homes for
viewing. You will hear about Chris and others
through the virtual presentation.
This year, BIO will also be memorializing four
champions of justice in their work with BIO and for
the greater good of the citizens of Berkshire County
and who have passed during the year. Among them

is St. Stephen’s own Rt. Reverend John T. Tarrant.
The link to view the Micah Event will be available
to anyone interested. We are not selling tickets for
this presentation but suggest a minimum donation
of $40.00 to help BIO to move forward in this work.
A donation of $100.00 or more gets you a free BIO
T-shirt (adult sizes M,L,XL), while supplies last. Of
course, any amount you can give is appreciated.
Also – if you can get a viewing party together –
the more the merrier. Some churches are doing
this. During the presentation, there will be other
opportunities for you to donate. You can also visit
the website at www.berkshireinterfaithorganizing.
org to donate anytime or send a check to BIO, PO
Box 1133, Pittsfield, MA 01202.
Electronic copies of the program book will be sent
to those email addresses who link in. Hardcopies
will be mailed to advertisers and others who would
like a hardcopy.
For more information or to reserve your “seat”,
please contact your BIO representatives….Susan
Wojtasik and Paula Morey.

This article appeared in The Berkshire Eagle on Saturday, October 23, 2021
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Financial Update

submitted by Leah Luczynski, Treasurer

First Order – October 2021

In the month of August, we were overbudget just under $14,000 for the month and are over budget $36,000 year to date.
We budgeted to have a deficit of just over $107,000 so to be almost three-quarters of the way through the year and only
have a deficit of $36,000 at this point is good. To date we have not taken any money from the endowment to offset this
deficit. In fact, we have not taken any money from our endowment in over 18 months.
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