
Second Sunday of Advent  
Sunday, December 5, 2021 

 
 

Voluntary            “Savior of the nations, come”          J.S. Bach  

Welcome 
 
Hymn  75      “There’s a voice in the wilderness crying”  Ascension 

Opening Acclamation and Lighting of Advent Candle (booklet) 

Song of Praise: Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!    
                                                                        (stanza 2)  (booklet) 
The Collect of the Day 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 

repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed 

their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 

coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson  Baruch 5:1-9 
Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, 

and put on forever the beauty of the glory from God. 
Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; 

put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; 

for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. 

For God will give you evermore the name, 
"Righteous Peace, Godly Glory." 

Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; 
look toward the east, 



and see your children gathered from west and east 
at the word of the Holy One, 
rejoicing that God has remembered them. 

For they went out from you on foot, 
led away by their enemies; 

but God will bring them back to you, 
carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 

For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting 
hills be made low 
and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, 
so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 

The woods and every fragrant tree 
have shaded Israel at God's command. 

For God will lead Israel with joy, 
in the light of his glory, 
with the mercy and righteousness that come from him. 

 

Reader   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people 
All         Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle                The Song of Zechariah                Luke 1: 68-79 
                                               Benedictus Dominus Deus 

 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 

that he would save us from our enemies, * 
from the hands of all who hate us. 



He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear, * 
holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God * 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death*,  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 
Amen. 

Second Lesson:    Philippians 1:3-11 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy 
in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the 
gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one 
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the 
day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, 
because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God's grace 
with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation 
of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 
compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may 
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to 
determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 



blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 

Reader   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people 
All         Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel  Luke 3: 1-6 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius 
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the 
book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth; 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 
The Sermon                                                           Sharon Billetter 



Anthem   “Never weather-beaten sail” 
 Thomas Campion/Roland Martin 

Never weather-beaten sail more willing bent to shore,  

 ever tired pilgrim limbs affected slumber more, 

 Than my weary spirit now longs to fly out of my troubled breast:  

 O come quickly, sweetest Lord, and take my soul to rest!  

 Ever blooming are the joys of heaven’s high Paradise, 

 Old age deafs not there our ears nor vapour dims our eyes: 

 Glory there the sun outshines; whose beams the blessed only see: 

 O come quickly, come quickly, glorious Lord, and raise my soul to 

Thee!        

Affirmation of Faith    (booklet, page 3) 

The Prayers of the People 

Those on our prayer list: Ken & Diane E; David W; Patrick W; Noreen R; 

Margaret W; Jill; Jennifer; Martie E; Tommie C; Steven W; The Family of 

Eugene Preisser 

Those who have died:   Eugene Preisser;  Victims of the Oxford High School 

(Michigan) Shooting: Tate Myre, 16; Hana St. Juliana, 14; Madisyn Baldwin, 

17; Justin Shilling, 17; 

Ingathering of pledge cards. 

Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name.  But who am 

I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after this sort? 

for all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. - I Chronicles 29:13 

- 14, American Standard Version 

Let us pray:  



Generous Giver, you pour forth your extravagant bounty without 

measure upon your whole creation: we give you thanks for your 

boundless generosity. Bless the gifts that we offer, that through the 

fruits of our spirits and the works of our hands we may contribute to 

your commonwealth of blessing for all people. Amen. 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ 

Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. ~ Ephesians 3:20 -21. 

Hymn         “Prepare the way of the Lord”      (See booklet, page 7) 

The Great Thanksgiving                                      (See booklet page 5)  
  

Communion Anthem  “Every Valley”  John Ness Beck 

Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain made low; 
And the crooked made straight, and the rough places a plain. 

For the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 

together; 

For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. Amen. 

   Isaiah 40: 4.5 
 
      

Hymn 76         “On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry”                Ascension 

Announcements 

Voluntary              “Prepare the royal highway”                     Paul Manz 

 

† † † 
 
 



PARISH NOTICES 
 

WHO ARE WE? St. Stephen’s Parish is a community of people who 
together seek to serve our community, drawing strength and joy from 
worshipping together. We don’t all believe the same, act the same, vote 
the same, or dress the same – but we strive to love the same, as Christ 
loved and served all people. 

ST. STEPHEN’S TABLE - Gifts in thanksgiving or in memory can 
be made by sending a donation to the church with the name of the 
person to be honored or remembered. You can also make a donation 
online! Just go to our website, select “Support Our Ministries,” and 
follow the prompts to the list of gift opportunities. Select “St. Stephen’s 
Table” and follow the directions.  

ADVENT COMPLINE PRAYER SERVICE, Wednesday at 6:30 

p.m. on Zoom  December 8th.Contact the office, 

smorrison@ststephenspittsfield.org, for the Zoom link  

BIO’S MICAH CELEBRATION will be held virtually and “live-

streamed” on Sunday, January 9, 2022. We hope you were able to tune 

in to the trailer last Sunday. Reservations to view the event along with 

the link will be available in early January.  We will not be selling tickets, 

rather, we will accept donations (suggested minimum of $40 if you can 

afford it) up until and during the presentation.  To reserve your “seat”, 

please see Susan Wojtasik or Paula Morey.  Also…for donations of 

$100 or more, you are entitled to a free BIO T-Shirt (adult sizes L, XL) 

while supplies last. Donations may also be made through our website at 

www.berkshireinterfaithorganizing.org or by check payable to BIO and 

sent to PO Box 1133, Pittsfield, MA 01202. 

http://www.berkshireinterfaithorganizing.org/


HOLIDAY GIFT CARD PARTNERSHIP WITH THE 

BERKSHIRE IMMIGRANT CENTER continues this year.  Gift 

cards from local supermarkets and online retailers for people who may 

have limited access to transportation (Big Y, Target, Price 

Chopper/Market 32, TjMaxx/Marshalls) are greatly appreciated. 

Deadline for donations is Sunday, December 12, 2021. 

 

ST. STEPHEN’S CHRISTMAS 2021 

Poinsettia dedications will be accepted through December 16; 

envelopes available at the entrances to the church. 

Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24, there will be three (3) services:  

3:00 p.m. Youth Led Family Service with music and video 

6:00 p.m. Traditional Christmas Eve service with Handbells, musical 

prelude beginning at 5:40 p.m. 

9:00 p.m. Traditional Christmas Eve Service with vocal quartet, musical 

prelude beginning at 8:40 p.m. 

Christmas Day, Saturday December 25 – enjoy the National 

Cathedral’s streaming service from your home. 

Sunday, December 26, 2021 – Eucharist and Livestream at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

 



LIVING GREEN TIP 

Use e-Tickets: Not only do you save $9.00 per flight by using e-tickets 

as opposed to a paper one, it also saves wasting all of that paper. 

Bottles/cans   Jeff Pringle               Card-Breakdown  Dot Lambert  

 

MINISTERS OF THE CELEBRATION 
 

CELEBRANT                                                  Rev. Dr. Nina R. Pooley  
PREACHER                                                               Matthew Billetter 
LECTORS Renee Kaley, Matthew Billetter 

PRAYERS Matthew Billetter 

ALTAR GUILD                                      Debbie Stillman, Erin Sullivan 

PASTORAL CARE VISITOR               Sharon Billetter 

GREETERS                                                Diane Forsyth, Paula Morey 

VESTRY GREETER Angie Moon 

SINGERS   Sarah Novak,soprano,  Gwen Davis, alto, Jeffrey Hine, Tenor 

                                    Matthew Behnke, tenor, Robert Szczepaniak, bass 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained 
through ONE LICENSE, License #A-711743. All rights reserved 

 
THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 

Office Hours:  
Monday –Tuesday 9:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m Closed Friday. 
Worship:  Wednesday:  December 8th., Compline Prayer, 6:30 p.m., 
Zoom. 
Sunday: December 12th, Eucharist at 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary and 
streaming.   
St. Stephen’s Table: 
Thursday and Friday, Grab and Go   4:30 p.m. 



AA Meetings: 
Monday and Friday at 6:30 p.m.; Tuesday thru Friday at noon; Saturday 
at 10:00 a.m. 

 
THIS WEEK’S PRAYER LIST 

In our Parish prayers, we pray for: 
Ken & Diane E; David W; Pat W; Noreen R; Margaret W; Jill; Alex; 
Jennifer; Keith; Martie E; Tommie C; Steven W; The Family of Betty 
Ann Powell; Kimberly E. Todd M.Family of Eugene Preisser; Victims 
of the Oxford High School (Michigan) Shooting: Tate Myre,16; Hana 
St. Juliana, 14; Madisyn Baldwin, 17; Justin Shilling, 17; 
And those serving in the armed forces and their families: MAJ 
Andrew B., CPT Nichols P., 1LT Curran J.D., Lance CPL Chad L., SPC 
Amanda D., Pvt. Corey F.D., Army Ranger Sean J., Micah H. 
We pray for our community: 
The Elizabeth Freeman Center 
Area Council of Congregations 
Members of Congress. 
St. Stephen’s Stewardship Team 
In our Diocesan cycle of prayer we pray for  
St. Luke’s, Worchester; 
Non-parochial priests & deacons 
Church Video & Film; 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
In our Anglican cycle of prayer we pray for: 
Sunday: Anglican Church of Burundi 
Monday: Diocese of Ihiala (Nigeria) 
Tuesday: Diocese of Ijebu (Nigeria) 
Wednesday: Diocese of Ijebu North (Nigeria) 
Thursday: Diocese of Ijebu South West (Nigeria) 
Friday: Diocese of Ijesa North East (Nigeria) 
Saturday: Diocese of Ijesha North (Nigeria) 



Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
67 East Street + Park Square 

Pittsfield, MA  01201 
413-448-8276 

mail@ststephenspittsfield.org (e-mail) 
ststephenspittsfieldnews@gmail.com (news items) 

www.ststephenspittsfield.org 

 

 

 
VESTRY 

  Erin Sullivan, Co. Warden                           Craig Reynolds, Co. Warden 
  Angela Moon, Clerk                                       Leah Luczynski, Treasurer 
  Valerie Andersen                                            John Culver 
  Louise Penney                                               Wendy Coakley 
  Mark Miller                                                   Chris Plankey 

 
Our Staff 

  The Rev. Dr. Nina R. Pooley, Rector  Joy Mullen, Director of Music 
  npooley@ststephenspittsfield.org  jmullen@ststephenspittsfield.org 
 

  Sarah Morrison, Parish Administrator  Dan Moon 
  smorrison@ststephenspittsfield.org Director of St Stephen’s Table 
  dmoon@pittsfield.net 
 

  William Frazier, Pastoral Leader Bert Boos, Office Assistant 
  wfrazier413@gmail.com  bboos@ststephensfield.org  
 
 

Weekday Sextons-Berkshire County ARC 
Sunday Sexton                 Roy Stillman 

 

      Thee Diocese of Western Massachusetts 
 The Rt. Rev. Dr. Douglas Fisher                                            

  800-322-8513     www.diocesewma.org 

 
 

http://www.diocesewma.org/


Welcome to Worship at St. Stephen’s 
 

It's good to be worshipping together in the sanctuary! 
Thank you for your understanding and patience as we observe the 
following protocols: 
 
Masks: Please wear a mask at all times in the building.  If you do not 
have one, the greeter can provide one for you. Please maintain 
appropriate social distance. 

Contact Information: Preregistration is no longer required, but a 
greeter or usher may ask you for your contact information is you 
haven’t worshipped with us recently. This is strictly a precautionary 
measure should the church need to respond to a contact tracing request 
from public health officials. 

Children are always welcome at worship!!  While there's no nursery 
offered at this time, Family Seating has been set aside for those with 
children and younger teens (in the last rows of the sanctuary). Parents, 
please come and go as your child needs to - though we ask that children 
be accompanied at all times.   

Singing: We are thrilled to be able to sing hymns finally! Please keep 
your mask on while you sing and sing gently. While less than perfect, it’s 
so wonderful to be able to sing again!         


