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from the Rector

Happy New Year! My favorite new
year quotation (you’ll probably see it
every new year!):
“And now begins a new year, full of
things that have never been.” Rainer
Maria Rilke
Partly because I’ve been a fan of Rilke’s
since I read his poetry in German when
I was in high school, and partly because
it was on a card sent to me by my husband’s
grandmother, one of my favorite people in the
world.
As we enter yet another year under COVID
restrictions, and the number of COVID cases again

overwhelms our nation, our wardens and I ask that
we all pay close attention to parish announcements.
We will be in conversation weekly to assess the
current risk levels and do our best to provide the
safest approach to work, service, and worship at St.
Stephen’s. Thank you for continued patience as we
all do our best to navigate the pandemic.
We continue to plan with hope, while
acknowledging that we may need to fall back on
online options. See below for opportunities, events,
and offerings.
Be safe, stay well, and take good care of yourself
and each other.
Nina+

Up Coming Offerings/Opportunities
Support for Pittsfield Schools

Help us support teachers, administrators, support
staff and students. In mid-December the staff of 18
Degrees gathered a group of 44 people on a Zoom call to
think about ways to support school staff: to acknowledge
those in the Pittsfield Public School (PPS) community
who are helping our young people, day in and day
out. We had representation from service providers, the
faith community, funders, community leaders, and
a contingent of 18 Degrees staff who work with PPS
students every day.
As part of this initiative St. Stephen’s Parish will be
specifically supporting Conte Community School (in
collaboration with Cathedral of the Beloved).
Our first event: Join in the St. Stephen’s gratitude
line at Conte Community School on January 14th. Let’s
plan to meet at 3pm so we’re ready by 3:30pm. (More
information in the weekly parish emails.) Consider
making a sign to hold, or bringing balloons, and cheer
loudly to show our school staff how grateful we are
for their work. Our goal is to share our excitement and
energy with them so they can continue to be there for the
young people.
Information from 18 Degrees: “The first event will
be on Friday January 14th, which is a half day for
students and whole day for staff. Showing our gratitude
for public service is the perfect kick-off to the Martin
Luther King Jr weekend. On that day, we would like to
organize staff gratitude lines at each school at the end of
the day (3:30pm for elementary schools). We will also
make sure to recognize the bus operators, administration,
adult learning center, Eagle Academy, and online learning
center staff, and we’re figuring out the best way to reach
those PPS employees. All told, we estimate there are 1200
staff working in the schools in different capacities.”

Wednesday Evenings: Compline/
Evening Prayer ZOOM
Every Wednesday evening at 6:30pm - Seasonal
Compline Prayers on ZOOM. A chance to take a deep
breath and say our prayers together, lasting 15 to 20
minutes.
St. Stephen’s Compline (Wednesday Evenings 6:30pm)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89786083171?pwd=OW1
yWUFJMVoxR0dxVzN1R2I1TWFWZz09
Meeting ID: 897 8608 3171
Passcode: 224538
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Adult Education/Bible Study offering
from Zion
A Letter to Immigrants
As we welcome displaced Afghans to our community,
you are invited to join Rev. John Kidd in a Bible study
of Peter’s first letter that is rich with both insight on
the challenges that face immigrants and advice with
how to faithfully cope with them. Peter recognizes how
difficulty immigrating can be and can help us to recognize
what our new neighbors will face. The first online session
will be held via Zoom at 7:00 pm on Thursday January
13. Zoom sessions will take place on January 20, 27,
and February 3. Please let Rev. John know if you plan
to participate. Study materials will be shared for each
session (john.s.kidd@gmail.com).

Welcoming our Afghan Allies
HOST Team Collaboration of St. Stephen’s and Zion
We have successfully created a full HOST team together
with the people of Zion Lutheran and other members
of our extended community. With leadership in all
the primary rolls and volunteers working within the
pathways - we are preparing to receive a family through
Jewish Family Services.
Pathway leadership includes:
HOST Team
HOST Coordinator Ginny Messina
ginnymessina@gmail.com
Housing Lead: Scott Shreve
revspshreve@gmail.com
Employment Lead: Katherine Kidd
katherine.m.kidd@gmail.com
Education Lead: Madeleine McKeon
mgmckeon@yahoo.com
Community Connections Lead: Charles Sawyer
charlesfsawyer@gmail.com
Healthcare Lead: Abbie Von Shlegell
abbie@abbievonschlegell.com

White-eyes
By Mary Oliver
In winter
all the singing is in
the tops of the trees
where the wind-bird
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with its white eyes
shoves and pushes
among the branches.
Like any of us.
He wants to go to sleep,
but he is restless –
he has an idea,
and slowly it unfolds
from under his beating wings
as long as he stays awake.
But his big-round music, after all,
Is too breathy to last.
So, it’s over.
In the pine-crown
he makes his nest,
he’s done all he can.
I don’t know the name of this bird,
I only imagine his glittering beak
Tucked in a white wing
While the clouds--Which he has summoned
from the north--which he taught
to be mild, and silent—
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thicken, and begin to fall
into the world below
like stars, or the feathers
and some unimaginable bird
that loves us,
that is asleep now and silent --that has turned itself
into snow.
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