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Happy Easter
“Peace be unto You.”
Mark 24:36.

Property Updates @ St. Stephen’s
by Craig Reynolds, Co-Warden
Last month we updated you on three major propertyrelated projects. Thanks to the hard work of many people,
progress has been made on several fronts. So, it’s time for
a new update...

Heating System
The immediate issues with the heating system – replacement of temperature control valves and plugging
leaks in steam pipes – have been addressed. As a result,
consistent, manageable heat is available throughout the
entire Parish House.
The longer-term, more comprehensive issue of replacing/upgrading the existing heating system remains under
study by the Property Committee. Clearly this is a major
undertaking, and the committee is carefully exploring a
variety of options.

Our Historic Stained Glass Windows
To recap, our beautiful stained-glass windows have
faced various structural issues for some time now. Of
particular concern are the “clerestory” windows, also
known as the “Bishops’ Windows” found near the roofline of the church sanctuary. The exterior wood frames of
these windows have deteriorated badly over the years and
need careful attention to preserve their structural integrity. In addition, one of the street-level windows in the
chapel has a noticeable bow in it. Other windows need
various levels of attention. And protection for the windows has long been a concern.

Community Preservation Grant Status
As noted last month, our application for a 2022 grant
via the City of Pittsfield’s Community Preservation Act
(CPA) to support work on the windows cleared the first
hurdle in the review process. The next step in the process
involves making a formal presentation to the Community Preservation Committee (CPC) on April 4. A small
working group that includes the Rector, Wardens, Erin
Sullivan (past Warden who authored the original grant
application), and John Garinther as Property Committee
Chair will develop the presentation and deliver it to the
CPC at its next meeting.

Office Renovation
The project is complete! Nina, Sarah, and Bert are back
in their offices. The Sears and Guild Rooms are no longer
stacked to the ceiling with furniture (and more). Do come
and see the renovated space when you get a chance.

Gratitude!
Many, many thanks to everyone involved in each of
these projects. Special thanks to the Property Committee,
especially John Garinther, Don Phipps, and Al Symonds;
to Sarah, Bert, and Nina for their INCREDIBLE flexibility
and patience; to Erin Sullivan for her vision and grantwriting skills; to Leah Luczynski for her design gifts and
project management prowess; and to Scott Luczynski,
Chris Plankey, and the rest of the team for their ability to
move mountains in minutes.

St. Stephen’s 2022 Vestry Review
For those who are new to St. Stephen’s and those who wish to see old friends,
we bring you biographies submitted by our current vestry members.
Here are two, with more to follow in the coming months.
Feel free to make new friends, but keep the old.

Josie Ellis
We came to St. Stephen’s after the birth of our
child so that she would be baptized in the Episcopal
church. After that we were hooked! Scott and I
have been married for 28 years and are raising two
wonderful daughters: Mackenzie (23) and Meagan
(21). Mackenzie graduated from Stonehill College
last year with a business
degree and Meagan will
graduate from Merrimack
College next year with
a
psychology
degree.
Having spent most of
my career as a human
resources
professional,
over the last three years,
Scott and I have embarked
on a new path. We started
our own business, Scott
Ellis Reads. Scott narrates audiobooks and teaches
others to do the same - we currently have six
other narrators working with us. I handle the
production side of the audiobooks; proofing, editing
and mastering with a team of five others, as well as
my own commercial voice over work. We love to
camp, fish, kayak, travel, manage our four cats and
our Airbnb!
As relationships ebb and flow, as life has its
ups and downs, I am forever grateful to have the
constant presence and strength of God in my life. I
see His touch in all aspects of my life and prayerfully
work hard to live a life resembling St. Stephen’s
mission – to be the heart and hands of Christ. I have
been involved in many aspects of life, ministry and
worship at St. Stephen’s. My husband and I taught
the high school youth group for several years - hard
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to believe
it was over 20 years ago now. I was a

volunteer, then team leader for St. Stephen’s Table. I
have served as a Vestry member, Assistant Treasurer
and Treasurer as well as a member of two Search
Committees. I currently serve on the Finance team,
Altar Guild, Visioning Team, as a Lector and LEM
and Co-Warden.

Leah Luczynski
Hello, I’m Leah Luczynski. I have served on the
Vestry as your Treasurer since January 2018. My
husband, Scott and I have been married for 15 years
and live in Pittsfield with our 2 children, Charlotte
(7) and Calvin (5). I own my own interior design
business that serves Berkshire County. In my spare
time, I enjoy watercolor and acrylic painting,
knitting, and sewing.
I have been an Episcopalian my whole life. I grew
up in Clarksburg, MA and was very active in St.
John’s (now All Saints) in North Adams. When Scott
and I were married in the fall of 2006, we moved to
Pittsfield. During Lent of
2007 I knew the time had
come to find a new church
to join. I started searching
the only way I knew how,
Google. I compiled a list of
local Episcopal churches.
St. Stephen’s was first on
my list.
I have pretty high
anxiety when it comes to
going anywhere new. How
do I get there? Where will I park? What door will I
use? Where will I sit? Parking in The Circle (totally
legal on Sundays at that time, remember when?)
was way too high pressure for me, coming from
Clarksburg where there are no traffic lights—there
continued on page 3
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are 3 “crossroads” with 2-way stop signs—Pittsfield was a MAJOR
city to me. But luckily, after one lap around The Circle, I found
Allen Street and a small sign over the side door of the church that
looked promising.
After battling the parking and now faced with, is this the right
door? I was exhausted from anxiety and considered forgetting the
whole thing. But, I pressed on, walking closer and closer to this
elusive “side door.” Just then, a man came with great confidence
in his step. He knew where he was going. He reached for the side
door without hesitation. He saw me coming and chivalrously held
it open allowing me to go first. All I could think to say was “Is
this the way in?” He said that it was. I stepped over the threshold
and saw two sets of stairs [what have I done? I should turn and
run]. From behind, the kind man said, “Go up.” I obliged dutifully.
Another door. This time there was a greeter with a Program, a
familiar scene from my youth. “Church is through there,” the
kind man cajoled from behind, pointing around the corner. It’s
hard now to recall how I got to my seat, the blood had rushed
from head at that point, but I made it, I was HERE.
Immediately following the service, a very jovial man (Craig
Smith) welcomed me, recognizing that I was new. We chatted
briefly, and I felt welcome, I liked it here. Then I saw the kind man
from the “side door saga” approaching. He introduced himself as
Al Symonds. He offered to take me on a tour of the church. We
went through three floors, it was remarkable. I was so happy
after I left St. Stephen’s that day that I went home and threw my
list of local Episcopal churches away. My quest for a new church
began and ended on the same day.
The people of Stephen’s are amazing, and it has been my
pleasure to serve on the Vestry as your Treasurer.

Happy Birthday:

continued from page 2

CONNECT

1 Noreen Reynolds
2 Valerie Anderson, John Crane
3 Matthew Reynolds
4 Craig Smith
5 Leslee Brennan, Victoria Shaw
7 Currie Bella, Mark Trapani
8 Scott Haviland
9 Maribeth Barney
10 Alexandria Dadak,
Kaytlyn Samuels
11 Jayne Church III,
Elizabeth Leonard,
Skylar Reynolds
12 Susan Coles, Florence Proulx
13 Mary Adams, Rachel DiGrigoli,
Christopher Sanders
14 Anna Black
15 Aiden Champagn
17 Elizabeth Trapani
20 Scott Ellis
22 Mary Gillman

Share Your Voice! Please feel free to send us any news, photos,
thoughts, poems, or jokes to help us all keep in touch. This forum
is yours and we’d love to hear from you. Please send them to mail@
ststephenspittsfield.org. Got any tips on how you’re getting through
this time? Got some good news or an upcoming event to share?
Consider this your First Order Blog.
Stay safe and take care,

23 Kieran Coscia, Michael Laurin
25 Aaron Cassavant
26 Abigail Fenton
27 Seth DiGrigoli, Josie Ellis

Connie Bullard, Editor of The First Order
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submitted by Leah Luczynski, Treasurer

Holy Week

Palm Sunday, April 10, 10:00 a.m.

Blessing of the Palms and Eucharist, in person and streaming

Maundy Thursday, April 14, 6:00 p.m.

Eucharist with Cathedral of the Beloved in the Sanctuary

Good Friday, April 15, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00p.m.

Sanctuary Open for Stations of the Cross, online version also
available on the website.

Saturday, April 16, 7:30 p.m.

Ecumenical Vigil with First Church, Second Congregational and
Zion. Beginning at St. Stephen’s and processing to Zion for
Eucharist. (You may want to park in the First St. lot and, bring a
small flashlight.)

Easter Sunday, April 17, 10:00 a.m.
Eucharist in person and live streamed.

St. Stephen’s Parish // The First Order 5

