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Young People’s Fellowship News

What better way 
to experience God’s 
creation than to be 
outdoors in the treetops 
at Ramblewild, the 
Berkshires high ropes 
course. The YPF ended 
the spring season 
building our connection 
to one another and 
nature. Sixteen youth 
participated hailing 
from South County 
to VT. We are grateful 
to Feronia Forests/
Ramblewild for their 
generous grant that 
allowed us to go for 
free! 

The young do not know 
enough to be prudent and 
therefore they attempt the 
impossible –
And achieve it, generation 
after generation.

 Pearl S. Buck
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St. Stephen’s 2022 Vestry Review
For those who are new to St. Stephen’s and those who wish to see old friends, 

we bring you biographies submitted by our current vestry members.
Here are two, with more to follow in the coming months.  

Feel free to make new friends, but keep the old.

John Culver
Hi, I am John Culver and I’ve been a lifelong 

member of St. Stephens Parish. My wife and I live in 
West Stockbridge, and we have two grown children. 
One is an artist who lives in Truckee, California and 
the other is an RN who lives in Missoula, Montana. I 
was a high school mathematics teacher for 40 years 
and taught in St. Stephens church school for 30+ 
years. My interests are golfing, gardening, cooking, 
hiking, and biking.

Christina Wynn
My name is Christina Wynn, and I joined the 

Vestry this past February. I grew up in Marlborough, 
MA, and came to the Berkshires to attend college at 
MCLA. Having been raised Catholic, my husband 
Mike and I came to St. Stephen’s in 2015 and have 
loved this faith community. I am very proud to work 
for Berkshire Community College, where I spend my 
days helping students achieve their dreams through 
education. When I’m not working, I split my time 
between volunteering with a few local nonprofits, 
running, practicing yoga, and reading. Mike and I live 
in Pittsfield with our two dogs, Gypsy and Winston, 
and our cat, Twitch. 

Over the past few weeks, I’ve learned a lot 
about St. Stephen’s and the Episcopal church. I’m 
looking forward to getting to know members of our 
congregation and ways we can use love to transform 
lives. 
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EDUCATION 
FOR MINISTRY

Online Seminar Forming For September 2022
Education for Ministry (EFM) is a program 

to develop reflective practitioners of Jesus 
Christ.  EfM offers the faithful and the curious 
an opportunity to encounter the breadth and 
depth of the Christian tradition and bring it 
into conversation with their experiences in the 
world.  Seminar participants study, worship 
and engage in theological reflection together in 
a weekly seminar format over 36 weeks.

The four-year curriculum, to which members 
commit one year at a time, covers a close 
reading of the Old Testament (Year 1), the New 
Testament (Year 2), a history of world-wide 
Christianity (Year 3), and a consideration of 
theology, contemporary ethics, and interfaith 
dialogue (Year 4).  Integrated into the study 
of Christianity, are exercises in theological 
reflection, spiritual autobiography, prayer life, 
systematic theology, and ministry. 

Founded in 1975, the program was developed, 
and remains housed, at the School of Theology 
at the University of the South in Sewanee, 
Tennessee.  Now, nearing its 50th year, EM 
seminars are situated throughout the United 
States, Canada, Australia, and other countries.   

EfM Seminars are facilitated by mentors who 
are trained in the process of leading the seminar 

and facilitating theological reflections.  Karen 
Byers (Diocese of Western Massachusetts) and 
Steve Isham (Diocese of Vermont) co-mentor 
this seminar on Zoom.  Both are experienced 
mentors and are trainers in the program.  If you 
are interested, you may reach out to either one 
of us:  kdbyers at comcast.net or stevenisham 
at charter.net.  

Key Information: 
Time: Monday afternoons 2:30pm –  
5:00 pm (ET)

Dates in 2022-2023 (36 weeks):  
Sep 12 – Dec 19 2022; Jan 9 - June 5 2023

Participants:  6-10 (a minimum of 6 are 
required to form the seminar).

Cost:  $325.  (Participants will separately 
obtain the textbooks for the program. The 
tuition fee includes the Reading and Reflection 
Guide.)

More info:  

http://efm.sewanee.edu/

Facebook:  EFM Education for Ministry

https://www.diocesewma.org/education-
for-ministry/
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July
Happy Birthday:  

 2 Wendy Coakley, Cynthia Hand

 3 Samantha Reynolds

 5 James Donovan, Felyce Stetz

 6 Arysa Maloney

 7 Karen Wallace, Gabriel Carrington

 9 Janous Slonski

 10 Karla Ann Boudreau, Tom Drury

 11 Paula Morey

 13 William Frazier

 14 Mike Coakley

 17 Randy Thomas

 18 Horace Harris

 20 Austine Bodenstab, Michael Di-

Grigoli, Heather Macfarlane,  

Joan Morrow

 22 Philip Blanchard, Elizabeth 

Chisum, Joan Kurber

 23 Trinity Cookis

 24 Jayvon Dillard, Sarah Fenton

 25 Lynne Blanchard

 26 Leah Luczynski

 28 Beverly Appleton, Jennifer Laurin

 27 Patrick LeBourdais

 30 Molly McNei, Edith Mingalone

Anniversaries:

 7 Jim & Sarah Morrison

 11 David & Mary Adams

 12 Jeff Pringle & Karen Wallace

 13 Jim & Marietta Cawse

 14 John & Evelyn Pieloch

 17 Robert & Tonya Reynolds

 21 Seth & Heather DiGrigoli

 24 Bill Loutrel & Tom Fynan

 28 Michael & Ursula Champagne

Share Your Voice! It’s graduation time. Please be sure we know 
about your special loved ones and their progress, so we can share the 
good news. Feel free to send us any photos, thoughts, poems, or jokes 
to help us all keep in touch. This forum is yours and we’d love to hear 
from you. Please send them to mail@ststephensppittsfield.org. Got 
any tips on how you’re getting through these days? Got some good 
news, recipes, or an upcoming event to share? Consider this your 
First Order Blog.

Stay safe and take care,
Connie Bullard, Editor of The First Order

Appalachian Trail Angels – Sheffield Mass.
‘Trail Angel’ is a term of endearment given to people who have 
provided direct kindness and generosity to hikers. Last year, the 
YPF provided a dozen hikers with drinks, food, charging stations, 
a comfortable chair and welcome conversation. What started out 
for our youth, “do we have to go” changed into “I can’t wait to go 
back.” This outreach opportunity is open to all and we hope you can 
join in and be part of the Appalachian Trail Magic.

Questions? Contact Sara Garinther Sara.garinther@twc.com  
or Matt Behnke matthew.behnke@yahoo.com   413-579-4005

SAVE THE DATE
Thursday, August 11, 10-2 p.m.
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submitted by Leah Luczynski, TreasurerFinancial Update

John & Evelyn Pieloch 7/14/1973 
Robert & Tonya Reynolds 7/17/1994 
Seth & Heather DiGrigoli 7/21/2007 
Bill Loutrel & Tom Fynan 7/24/2004 
Michael & Ursula Champagne 7/28/2007 

 
 
 
St. Stephen’s Financial Report   
 
In the month of May, our operating revenues were $20,905. Our operating expenses totaled $36,693. This put us over 
budget for the month by $15,788. Pledging is starting to fall slightly from previous months because all paid in full pledges 
for the year have come in. Also, with summer coming and people going on vacation pledges begin to drop. An easy way 
to stay up to date on your pledge is to sign up for online giving. Please contact our administrator Sarah if you need help 
setting that up. Even though we are overbudget in May, we have not needed to offset the deficit by taking money from the 
endowment. Below are graphs showing the month of May average income and expenses from 2018-2021 as compared to 
May 2022, and compared to what we budgeted per month.  
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If you would like to see a full itemized report of the income, expenses, savings accounts, and the balance sheet, please feel 
free to contact Leah Luczynski directly e: leah@leahinteriors.com or ph: 413.464.9333 or Suzanne White 
e:smwhite@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONNECTIONS GRAPHIC 
 
 
Share Your Voice! It’s graduation time. Please be sure we know about your special loved ones and 
their progress, so we can share the good news. Feel free to send us any photos, thoughts, poems, or 
jokes to help us all keep in touch. This forum is yours and we’d love to hear from you. Please send 
them to mail@ststephensppittsfield.org. Got any tips on how you’re getting through these days? Got 
some good news, recipes, or an upcoming event to share? Consider this your First Order Blog. 
 
Stay safe and take care, 
Connie Bullard, Editor of The First Order. 
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