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“For in the end, freedom is a 
personal and lonely battle; and 
one faces down the fears of today 
so that those of tomorrow might 
be engaged.” – Alice Walker

by Nina Pooley

The Vote is Open!
One of my only regrets when I accepted the call to serve at St. Stephen’s 

was losing my position as a General Convention deputy. I served as part of 
the deputation from Maine in 2015 and 2018, and on legislative committees 
at both, as well as on an interim task force during the triennium from 
2018 - 2021. Being involved with the governance of The Episcopal Church 
is important to me, so I volunteered to serve on the Secretariat for General 
Convention 80 (held a year late, in July 2022). The Secretariat serves under 
the auspices of the Secretary of General Convention (currently Michael 
Barlowe). This group of about 50 people administrates the legislative process, 
the online system that processes the resolutions, elections, and the work that 
happens on floor of both the House of Bishops and the House of Deputies. 
We’ve been preparing for the convention since November last year.

This is training for which I went to “boot camp” in May, and why I had 
to arrive at General Convention on July 5th, to prepare for the arrival of the 
deputies and bishops.

General Convention 80, The Grand Adventure

Posing for a silly photo the 
second day of Convention, with 
our assistant Voting Secretary, 
Alex Dyer. (We were joking about 
our matching pink outfits.)
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My specific role was to serve as the Voting Secretary for the House of 
Deputies, and to oversee the voting process for resolutions and elections. 
The company contracted to set up and run the voting modules did a 
fantastic job (Lumi), though the internet set up was less than ideal. Adding 
even more frustration and anxiety to an already shortened and intense 
General Convention. Standing before the House of Deputies asking 800 
people to vote - I fully expected to be the lightning rod for that frustration 
and anxiety. Yet again and again I was stunned to be treated with grace 
and gratitude. People thanked me for keeping the House calm, and for 
continuing to be patient with them. Apparently, I was frequently noted 
by “the House of Twitter” where people quickly made the connection to 
St. Stephen’s and posted links to our website. I’m pleased to share my 15 
minutes of fame in the Episcopal Church!

Work that Happened:
Though it was a shortened Convention - a great deal of work was 

accomplished. ENS quick summary: “the bishops and deputies passed a 
$100.5 million budget for the next biennium (the 81st General Convention 
is scheduled for the summer of 2024), approved the first reading of a 
constitutional change to clearly define the Book of Common Prayer, 
continued the church’s commitment to reckoning with its history of 
racism, elected Julia Ayala Harris to succeed the Rev. Gay Clark Jennings 
as House of Deputies president and the Rev. Rachel Taber-Hamilton as vice 
president, and agreed to the reunification of two dioceses in Texas.”

Everything you want to know on the issues covered in General 
Convention can be found here, in the Episcopal News Service article: 
General Convention Wrap Up 

Point of Personal Privilege: 
(I’m proud of the work of the Task Force on Liturgical and Prayer Book Revision)

On the last day of Convention, I went to lunch with our Deputation 
from Western Massachusetts. We each spoke about the most important 
piece of the Convention from our perspective. I had to admit that I’m 
thrilled with the passage of Resolution A059. This Resolution defines 
the Book of Common Prayer as “those liturgical forms and other texts 
authorized by the General Convention.” Episcopal News Service writes:

“What A059 is about, really, is acknowledging that common prayer is 
evolving,” said the Rt. Rev. Jeffrey Lee, bishop provisional of Milwaukee, 
chair of the House of Bishops’ Committee on Prayer Book, Liturgy & 
Music and one of the architects of A059. “And it creates a framework for 
that evolution to happen, including the inclusion of a number of different 
rites in a curated collection.”

Some background: 
In 2018, General Convention 79 passed Resolution A068, creating the 

Task Force on Liturgical and Prayer Book Revision. A complex resolution, 
the charge to the task force included the intention that the task force 
would not necessarily lead to an entirely new edition of the prayer book 
but propose revised liturgies with inclusive and expansive language. I 
was appointed as the vice-chair of task force - and it was an adventure! 
A group of 30 bishops, priests/deacons, and lay people, we represented 
the breadth of The Episcopal Church, and brought diverse perspectives 

A photo of the screen as I 
facilitated elections.

A Selfie taken at my station next 
to the platform, the lei was a gift 
from the deputation from Hawaii.

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2022/07/12/80th-general-convention-wrap-up-shortened-masked-tested-legislated/
https://www.vbinder.net/resolutions/59?house=HD&lang=en
https://www.episcopalarchives.org/cgi-bin/acts/acts_resolution-complete.pl?resolution=2018-A068
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on Episcopal liturgy. I’m incredibly proud of the 
work we were able to do together - establishing 
standard principles of Episcopal liturgy, as well 
as guides for inclusive language (for humanity) 
and expansive language (for God). Both were 
approved at General Convention 80, and will 
assist us as we engage new liturgies and expand 
our current ones. In addition, we created a website 
that resolution A059 established as “the official 
liturgical website of The Episcopal Church.” 
This website compiles all authorized Episcopal 
liturgies in one place, and indicates their level of 
authorization (episcopalcommonprayer.org).

The Episcopal News Service article describing 
the process involved in passing an amended A059 
is here: Convention passes measure broadening 
definition of Book of Common Prayer, (article 
here).

Herman Melville’s 
Family attended 
St. Stephen’s!
I learned recently that the Melville 
family were members of St. Stephens 
while living in Pittsfield. Long-time 
members and history buffs probably 
already knew this, but it was very ex-
citing for me. There is a brochure at 
Arrowhead called The Melville Trail 
for folks who want to see the local 
places where Melville spent time and 
St. Stephen’s is on the list. Of course, 
the physical church he attended no 
longer exists as it was replaced by 
your current building. His name is in 
the 1852-1864 register – easy to find 
because of a smudge. 
Sarah Morrison, Parish Administrator

https://www.episcopalcommonprayer.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2022/07/10/bishops-pass-measure-broadening-definition-of-book-of-common-prayer/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2022/07/10/bishops-pass-measure-broadening-definition-of-book-of-common-prayer/
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St. Stephen’s 2022 Vestry Review
For those who are new to St. Stephen’s and those who wish to see old friends, 

we bring you biographies submitted by our current vestry members.
Here are two, with more to follow in the coming months.  

Feel free to make new friends, but keep the old.

Suzanne White
Hello, my name is 

Suzanne White. I am new 
to the vestry this year 
serving as a finance team 
liaison and the Assistant 
Treasurer.

Born and raised in 
Pittsfield, I am a lifelong 
Episcopalian. As a child, 
my parents brought me 
to St Stephens where I 
attended Sunday school. 
As an adult, I was called 
to serve as a Sunday 
school teacher and director of children’s formation 
from 1996-2012. I have also enjoyed being a part of 
the Altar Guild, serving as a LEM and a greeter over 
the years. 

I have been married to my loving husband Joe 
for 37 years. Joe and I have two wonderful adult 
children, Nathan 29 and Kira 25, a lovely daughter-
in-law Meaghan and three beautiful grandchildren. 

Currently I am employed as an office administrator 
with a private medical practice in South County. 
During my spare time I enjoy taking hikes and 
kayaking with Joe. I love spending time playing and 
babysitting with the grandkids. I spend a little quiet 
time most days practicing yoga and meditation. I 
occasionally even find some time to engage in one of 
my favorite hobbies, crocheting, diving into making 
a blanket or scarf for one of the kids. 

St Stephens is a nurturing church for all who 
enter its welcoming doors as well as countless other 
people throughout the broader community. Whether 
one comes in for worship, fellowship or as a guest 
at St Stephens table. Whether one is touched by 
the loving warmth of a prayer shawl, the Laundry 
Love program or the Cathedral of the Beloved, God’s 
compassionate presence is always abundant. 

David Nevin
Personal: The first 18 

years of my life were in 
Cortland New York which 
was a quiet city wrapped 
by farms and woodlands. 
After heading off to 
college I then spent a few 
years in Buffalo before 
moving to Pittsfield in 
1979. My wife Marcie 
and I have been married 
for 29 years and have a 
21-year-old cat and a 
7-year-old dog both of 
which are pretty interesting members of our family.

Professional: I am an independent insurance 
adjuster and the owner of Berkshire Claims, LLC. I 
started this business in 2013 after the business I had 
been working for elected to close. It has been my great 
pleasure to guide people through the claims process 
and be present for them during what can be very 
traumatic times. It has also allowed me to meet some 
amazing people and share stories that go far beyond 
the realm of insurance.

Church Life: I am a cradle-to-grave Episcopalian 
Christian having been baptized, confirmed, and loved 
by my Grace Church family in Cortland, New York. My 
mother framed my baptismal gown and today it hangs 
on the wall of my living room. I have been a member 
of St. Stephen’s since 1980. It has been my privilege 
to serve on our vestry and as a Jr. Warden and Senior 
Warden. I am currently a teacher, LEM, Altar Guild 
member and have been licensed by the diocese to lead 
worship and preach. I have been a member of Cathedral 
of the Beloved since its formation and have been blessed 
by the gifts those we serve have brought into my life. 
For me, faith continues to be a blessed spiritual journey 
where the love and Grace of God are revealed in ever-
changing and often most unexpected ways.



St. Stephen’s Parish // The First Order    5

August
Happy Birthday  
 2 Erin Sullivan

 3 Juelz Dowling-Black

 4 Ms. Jessica Hansen, Owen McNeil

 5 Alex Currie

 6 Shelby Reynolds

 7 Elizabeth Oakes, Evan Rose

 8 Joe White

 9 Don Lussier, Susan Meckes, 
William Morey, Dylan Stetz

 10 Susan Wojtasik

 11 Gloria DiGrigoli

 12 Alex Morin, Sarah Morrison

 15 Alayna Haviland

 16 Marjorie Cahill

 17 James Alden, Genevieve Green

 18 Virginia Fletcher, Nathan Gillman

 19 Noelle Bodenstab, Joseph Tassone

 20 John Pieloch

 21 Diana Ethier

 22 Sara-Louise Oakes

 23 Ralph Nightingale

 24 Jossirah Hanger-Brow

 27 Robertine Morris

 28 Jacob DiGrigoli

 30 Claudia Austin Curry

 31 Harriet Cuyler, Joshua Donovan, 
Conner Stetz

Happy Anniversary
 6 Diane Forsyth & William Frazier

 8 Angela & Daniel Moon 
(LANDMARK!)

 19 Michele & Peter Rousseau, Doreen 
& William Sosa

 24 Windy and Mike Coakley

 25 Jennifer Gregg & Derek Bodenstab

 26 Dawn & George Mathes

 28 Sara and John Garinther

 30 Leslee & James Brennan,  
Geraldine & John Crane

Share Your Voice! It’s graduation time. Please be sure we know 
about your special loved ones and their progress, so we can share the 
good news. Feel free to send us any photos, thoughts, poems, or jokes 
to help us all keep in touch. This forum is yours and we’d love to hear 
from you. Please send them to mail@ststephensppittsfield.org. Got 
any tips on how you’re getting through these days? Got some good 
news, recipes, or an upcoming event to share? Consider this your 
First Order Blog.

Stay safe and take care,
Connie Bullard, Editor of The First Order

St. Stephen’s Calendar
Mark your calendars now for Thursday, August 11 when 
YPF will feed hungry through-hikers on the AT for the second 
summer in a row. The event runs from 10 AM - 2 PM. Contact 
Matt Behnke: 413-579-4005

Worship on Sunday August 14 will be at Zion Lutheran,  
10 AM.

Lemonade on the Lawn continues through August - volunteer 
hosts are always needed.

Summer service time will remain on Sundays at 10 AM.  
Online service can be found at: ststephenspittsfield.org.

Compline via Zoom will resume on Wednesday, August 31  
at 6:30 PM.

St. Stephen’s Table serves a Grab & Go meal at 4:30 PM on 
Thursday and Friday.
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submitted by Leah Luczynski, TreasurerFinancial Update
In the month of June, our operating revenues were $50,383 and our operating expenses totaled $60,859 putting us 
overbudget for the month by $10,476. As of the end of the 2nd quarter, we are underbudget YTD by $1,818.

Below are graphs of June’s average income and expenses from 2018-2021 as compared to June 2022 actual, 
while showing what we budgeted per month (gray line) in 2022. You will notice that $25,000 was taken from the 
endowment to cover operating expenses. There were 2 big expenses—repairs to the organ, some that were overdue, 
and the 10% deposit for the stained-glass window restoration.

If you would like to see a full itemized report of the income, expenses, savings accounts, and the balance sheet, please 
feel free to contact Leah Luczynski (Treasurer) directly e: leah@leahinteriors.com or ph: 413.464.9333 or Suzanne White 
(Assistant Treasurer) e:smwhite@gmail.com


