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The
St. Stephen’s Parish

 First Order
“If you find it in 
your heart to care 
for somebody else,
You will have  
succeeded,”
 Maya Angelou

This year St. Stephen’s will provide 
750 cans of plain corn and 750 
boxes of corn bread mix. How can 
you help? Donate cans of corn, 
reimburse Joan Evans for the 
cornbread and/or make a donation 
to the Turkey Angels. (The price of 
turkey has gone up $0.55/lb. this 
year.) Checks may be made out 
directly to Joan and sent to the 
church or dropped in the basket in 
church. To give online, see below. 
Please contact Joan with questions: 
413-822-0889. Thank you in 
advance for your generosity.

Giving To St. Stephen’s Is Easy
Scan the QR code to find our giving form. Use the “Special Donations” fund for 
Thanksgiving related donations. Or, text “giveststephens$your amount” to 73256. 
(example: giveststephens$25 will donate $25.)

Photo by Matt Collamer on Unsplash

The Turkey Angels Are Already At Work! 

Photo by Priscilla Du Preez on Unsplash
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Throughout our shared Covid journey, 
your Stewardship Committee has been in 
awe of the faith and munificence offered by 
the people of St. Stephen’s. During two-and-
a-half years of uncertainty in the world and 
here at home, you have demonstrated that 
we remain a community in loving hands, 
continuing to offer gifts of time, talent and 
treasure in support of the church and those 
who come to us in need.

At the same time, even as the pandemic 
transitions to its endemic stage, we 
recognize that no one emerges from such a 
profound disruption without experiencing 
some degree of trauma. As a parish, we 
cannot be in optimal position to help our 
neighbors unless we acknowledge our own 
needs for emotional well-being.

Therefore, as we prepare to enter the 
“Belonging to God and One Another” 
liturgical cycle (also known as Stewardship 
Season) it is our hope to share ways to care 
for ourselves, as well others. For example, 
last month’s newsletter marked the debut 
of our “Peaceful Planning” series written 
by Stewardship Committee member Bill 
O’Neill, designed to demystify financial 

planning topics. Look for this month’s 
feature on Wills, something he assures 
us “can be creative, stimulating, oddly 
comforting and sometimes even funny.”

Another joyful decision was to transition 
from the Harvest Dinner of recent years 
(necessarily a takeout affair) to a Harvest 
Brunch, as fun and engaging to be in 
communion with one another after the 
service. It will take place on Sunday, Oct. 23, 
at church with a takeout/pickup option for 
those who prefer/need to enjoy the culinary 
gifts of Dan Moon at home.

You’ll hear more from us in weekly 
e-blasts and from the lectern in the weeks 
ahead. In the meantime, we invite you to 
join us in offering both outward forms of 
love and stewardship, and inward forms of 
healing and renewal.

Your Stewardship Committee
Wendy Webster Coakley, Chair
Leah Luczynski
Bill O’Neill
Al Symonds
Christina Wynn

A New Way of Thinking
About Stewardship

“We are in the midst of a re-creation moment. As our world 
continues to reverberate from this once-in-a-generation 
pandemic, we are confronted with the opportunity to live 
differently, to not let a good catastrophe go to waste, but 
to heed the things that the Spirit has prompted in us: 
outward forms of love and stewardship, and inward forms 
of healing and renewal.”

 Brother Todd Blackham, Society of St. John the Evangelist
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We are looking forward to another rich year of Faith Formation, Service, and Fellowship for 
our youth. Our fall schedule is set and we are excited to join with the youth of St. John’s in 
Williamstown for our YPF service and fun events! 
Please pencil these dates in and feel free to invite friends. 

q Sunday, Sept 11, 6 pm: Faith Formation, Zion Lutheran Church
q Sunday, Sept. 25, 1-3: YPF Habitat for Humanity Work Day- Landscaping/gardening
q Sunday, Oct 16, 6 pm: Faith Formation, Zion Lutheran Church
q Sunday, Oct 30, 1-3 pm: YPF- Whitney’s Farm hayride and pumpkin carving
q Sunday, Nov 13, 6 pm: Faith Formation, Zion Lutheran Church
q Saturday/Sunday, Nov. 19-20: YPF Service: Thanksgiving Angels Delivery
q Sunday, Dec 11, 6 pm: Faith Formation, Zion Lutheran Church
q Sunday, Dec. 18, 5 pm: YPF Caroling and Cookies

Our YPF Service and Fellowship events are secular and open to all. Faith Formation sessions 
address religious themes.

Faith Formation sessions are at 6 pm at Zion Lutheran and offer a middle school and high school 
group. This year’s programming will offer an optional path to confirmation. Dinner is available for 
teens and families and after dinner, we break into groups.

Winter/Spring Schedule will include:
• Continuing to Confirmation (optional)
• Overnight retreats for both Middle and High School cohorts
• Ongoing monthly faith formation on the first Sunday of each month
• Bimonthly service and fun events on the 3rd Sunday of each month
• Spring Service events will be inspired/guided by our own youth initiatives from last year 

including Hillcrest Cancer Unit love, Autism Awareness month, and feeding the hungry.

Young People’s Fellowship 
& Faith Formation
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Welcome to our re-purposed Sunday School room!  
We’ve painted and redecorated our beloved Sears 
Room to accommodate a small but mighty group of 
children for formation.  A huge thank you to our 
Formation team of Rev Nina, Josie Ellis, Leah Luczynski, 
Suzanne White, Chris Plankey and Liz Trapani as we 
brainstormed different “outside the box” approaches to 
formation.   

Acknowledging the busy lives of our youngest 
members and caregivers, rather than meeting each 
week, Sunday school will meet on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays each month from 9:45 to 10:30am. Using 
the curriculum, Weaving God’s Promises, the children 
will have activities and lessons which align with the 
adult service to allow for further conversations between 
adults and children.

Maybe you are drawn to learn more?  We need a few 
more teachers which will enable each team to teach one 
month in the fall/winter and one month in the spring.   
Be in touch with Josie Ellis for more information  
(joze72@yahoo.com or 413.281.6416)

We can’t forget to give our gratitude to  
Rev. David DeSmith who was present to bless  
the new room in Rev. Nina’s absence. 

Follow the footprints and see where they lead…
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The Pittsfield Police Department and local faith communities – 
including St. Stephen’s! - will gather at the police station and Dunham 
Mall on Sunday, October 9 at 11:30 AM to celebrate Faith & Blue 
Weekend. National Faith & Blue Weekend facilitates safer and stronger 
communities by engaging law enforcement officers and local residents 
through the connections of faith-based organizations. 

The Pittsfield event will include:
• An ecumenical blessing offered by area clergy.
• An opportunity to meet and greet Pittsfield police officers, including 

Chief Wynn.
• Cruiser access/exploration and equipment demonstrations.
• An appearance by Officer Winston – Pittsfield Police Department’s 

comfort dog.
• Refreshments.

As part of the weekend celebration, Chief Michael Wynn will give a talk 
about his trip to Israel. The presentation, which is open to the public, 
will be offered on Saturday, October 8 at 3:00 PM, at St. Stephen’s.

Peaceful Planning
What is a Will?

St. Stephen’s is Part of Faith & Blue Weekend

The simple answer is that a Will is a written 
document that directs the disposition of the real 
and personal property after a person’s death. When 
you give it some thought, it can be a grim prospect, 
but it doesn’t need to be so. Wills can be creative, 
stimulating, oddly comforting and sometimes even 
funny. 

As we consider what a Will can do, we should 
consider what it cannot do. A Will does not affect joint 
property, like bank accounts or real estate owned 
with another person. If you are the beneficiary of a 
Trust, a Will generally does not affect the terms of 
that Trust. A Will only effects the real of personal 
property held by you as an individual. 

The alternative to having a Will is, of course, not 
having one. This is known as being intestate. When a 
person passes away intestate, state law will direct the 
distribution of that person’s property to members of 
his or her family. This is not a desirable circumstance 
since it may lead to unintended consequences, like 
fueling family misunderstandings and hard feelings. 

Being intestate will not avoid court proceedings and 
costs, so let’s consider the benefits of a Will! 

Probably the first benefit of a Will is peace of mind, 
knowing that you have left your property to those 
you love and for whom you care. Yes, there is a legal 
term for this: “The natural objects of your bounty.” 
Legalese aside, these are generally family and close 
friends with whom you’ve had trusted relationships. 
We’ve all heard of stories of someone being omitted 
from a Will. This may cause bitter memories, which 
may not be how we would like to be remembered, 
but we are free to omit someone from a Will. The 
only person who cannot be totally omitted from a 
Will is a spouse, who may elect to take up to half of 
an estate if not otherwise adequately remembered 
in a Will. 

Next month: How Does a Will Work?
Peaceful Planning is brought to you by the Stewardship 

Committee. This article was written by Stewardship 
Committee member William O’Neill, a retired attorney. 
St. Stephen’s does not provide legal or tax advice. 



6    The First Order // St. Stephen’s Parish

October
Happy Birthday  
 1 J.D. Hebert, Jeff Pringle
 2 Peter Rousseau
 3 Dennis Carney, Jennifer Gregg
 6 Ed Wilder, Isiaha Hartman-Caesar
 7 Claire O’Connor
 8 Matthew Oakes, Rory Shea
10  Jeannette Ward
 13 Theodore Caesar, Michael LaMalfa 
 13 Scott Luczynski
 15 Michela Laurin
 19 Sabrina Reynolds
 18 Dion Bianco, Anthony Trapani
 22 Brian Cooper, Keith Cooper
 23 Martie Ekstrom
 24 Barbara McShane, Dona Senecal
 25 Quinton Cookis, William Sosa
 26 Robert Talanian
 28 Sue Jenkins, Calvin Luczynski
 29 Jeffrey Hine
 30 Crystal Hassan
 31 Catherine Doyle, Jordan Hamilton

Happy Anniversary
 3 Everett & Ann Heiss
 6 Michael & Jennifer Laurin
10  Philip & Lynne Blanchard
 12 Marc Britt & Frances Hills, David 

& Aloha Winchester
 13 Scott & Leah Luczynski
 23 Joseph & Cathy Carchedi
 25 Gerald & Claire O’Connor, Craig & 

Christine Reynolds, Roy & Marie 
Sutton, Bill & Donna Chandler

November
Happy Birthday  
 2 Amanda Delisle

 4 Jason Hassan, Sarah Novak

 5 Natalie Devitt, Don Phipps

 6 Thomas Dillon, Barbara Nightin-
gale, Christopher Plankey

 9 Matthew Billetter

 13 Glenn Novak, Roy Sutton

 14 Justin Devitt, Keil Hassan, Alfred 
Symonds

 16 Lois Neumann

 17 Charlotte Luczynski

 18 Addison DiGrigoli, Abigail Moon, 
Charles Sawyer, Peter Zuber

 19 Martha Fickling

 21 Michelle McNeil

 22 A’mya Alger, Elizabeth Contenta, 
Lily Stasiowski, Gail Miller

 24 Kristi LaMalfa, Sophia LaMalfa

 26 Bette-Anne Eddy

 27 Jim Cawse

 29 Evelyn Pieloch

Happy Anniversary
 9 Judith & Donald Lussier

 14 David & Marcie Nevin

 17 Mark & Elizabeth Trapani

 21 David & Virginia Donovan

 26 Matthew & Sharon Billetter

 27 David Baker & Susan LeBourdais

 28 Peter & Nancy Zuber

 30 David & Pam Aldrich

Share Your Voice! Feel free to send us any photos, 
thoughts, poems, or jokes to help us all keep in touch. 
This forum is yours and we’d love to hear from you. 
Please send them to mail@ststephensppittsfield.org. 
Got any tips on how you’re getting through these 
days? Got some good news, recipes, or an upcoming 
event to share? Consider this your First Order Blog.

Stay safe and take care,
Connie Bullard, Editor of The First Order

Volunteers Needed 
to Host Coffee Hour

Coffee Hour is back, and 
needs your help! St. Ste-
phen’s is looking for addi-
tional hosts for our Sunday 
Coffee Hours. Coffee Hour 
hosts are responsible for 
making the coffee, setting 
up cups, etc., and cleaning 
up afterward. The church 
provides coffee and paper 
products. Hosts are asked 
to supply a pint of half & 
half and perhaps some juice 
for children. Many hosts 
provide snacks, but this 
is NOT a requirement. It’s 
about the people! (And the 
coffee… Let’s be serious.) 
Flexible scheduling is avail-
able! Please contact Craig 
Reynolds (cmreyn@gmail or 
413.822.0248 - text/voice) 
for more details.

NOTE FROM  
THE EDITOR:   

As our deadlines have 
shifted, we are providing 
October AND November 

Birthdays and 
Anniversaries, to assure 

that no one is missed.
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submitted by Leah Luczynski, TreasurerFinancial Update
In the month of August, our operating revenues were $21,824. Our operating expenses totaled $36,214. 
This put us over budget for the month by $14,390. Pledges are holding steady while showing a slight 
increase from our YTD budget. Online pledging is beginning to increase as well. Online giving is an easy 
way to stay up to date on your pledge. Please contact our administrator Sarah if you need help setting that 
up. Year to date we have transferred $50,000 from savings to checking to cover salaries/operating 
expenses, HVAC consultation and the start of the Stained Glass Windows project. Below are graphs 
showing the month of August average income and expenses from 2018-2021 as compared to August 2022 
and compared to what we budgeted per month. 

 

 
If you would like to see a full itemized report of the income, expenses, savings accounts, and the balance 
sheet, please feel free to contact Leah Luczynski directly e: leah@leahinteriors.com or ph: 413.464.9333 
or Suzanne White e:smwhite@gmail.com 
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Save the Date  
for Harvest Brunch!
After Church on Sunday, 

October 23
Fellowship & Festive Fall Fare 

to Eat In or Take Out
Hosted by Your Vestry  

& Stewardship  
Committee
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Drivers for our Meals 
on Wheels Team! 

NOW HIRING 

Flexible schedules 
with no evenings, 

weekends or  
holidays! 

Make extra money delivering meals a 
few hours per week! We have part-

time and per diem roles to help make 
sure older adults and people with disa-

bilities get the nutritious meals they 
need.  Routes available all across the 

county. 
 

Call us at 413-499-0524 or visit our 
website for more information. 


