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There are two ways 
of spreading light;
to be the candle
or to be the mirror 
that reflects it.

- Edith Wharton

St. Stephen’s
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St. Stephen’s to Host 
Downtown Pittsfield’s 
Kids’ Holiday Event 
Volunteers Needed!

  
As part of Downtown Pittsfield’s Festive Frolic, St. 
Stephen’s Auditorium will be the site of the Frolic’s 
Holiday Kids’ Paint & Sip event, scheduled for Saturday, 
December 3 from 11 AM to 3 PM. This free event is 
best suited for ages 5 to 12, although older children 
are welcome. All materials, instruction, snacks, and 
juice will be provided by Downtown Pittsfield. Children 
are welcome to drop in anytime over the course of the 
event. All children must be accompanied by an adult. 
While a staff member from Downtown Pittsfield will 
lead the Paint & Sip, volunteer help with this popular 
community event would be welcome! If you can offer 
an hour or so of your time on December 3, please 
contact Craig Reynolds at cmreyn@gmail.com or 
413.822.0248 (text or call).

St. Stephen’s Christmas 2022

COVID protocols  
for Christmas Eve

Depending on the numbers/risk levels at that 
time, the following protocols will be followed:

• No social distancing.
• Masks optional.
• Holy Communion following current prac-

tices. (Bread only, congregants come to the 
front of the church to receive.)

• Offering plates will be passed through the 
congregation.

• Both Christmas Eve services will be live-
streamed and recorded.

STAY INFORMED -
ST. STEPHEN’S NEWS

DECEMBER CALENDAR
St. Stephen’s COVID Protocols 
are tied to local statistics. Please 
check the website for updates.

Advent Adult Formation
Led by Margot Sanger, Deacon Intern

Begins this week!
Two options for participating:
4 Tuesday Evenings, 6:30 PM,  
on Zoom (began November 29.)

or
4 Thursday mornings, 9:00 AM, 

in the Guild Room beginning
December 1.

https://ststephenspittsfield.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=279271021cf96fc63032e8fe1&id=ea8ba1a74a&e=d34185cdc0
https://ststephenspittsfield.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=279271021cf96fc63032e8fe1&id=1b6d72c29f&e=d34185cdc0
https://ststephenspittsfield.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=279271021cf96fc63032e8fe1&id=b8939e8d19&e=d34185cdc0
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Coffee Hour 
Changes
In December we’ll start having 
Coffee Hour twice a month – on 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays. This 
schedule matches our Sunday 
School offerings, so everyone 
can join in the fun.

Many thanks to our Coffee Hour 
hosts for their efforts! Should 
you be interested in hosting Cof-
fee Hour in 2023, please contact 
Craig Reynolds for more infor-
mation.

December
Happy Birthday  
 02 Suzanne Tourigny
 03 Constance Biegel
 04 William Macfarlane
 06 Lindsay Devitt
 07 Amanda Beaulieu, Grace 

Garinther, Shane Hassan,  
Adrianna Meyette, Suzanne White

 10 Laura Cookis
 11 Tonya Reynolds
 12 Dylan Thomas, Nancy Travis
 13 Sharon Billetter
 15 Jennifer Stetz
 16 David Donovan, David Oakes
 17 Mark Miller, George Stetz
 19 Carol Gendreau
 20 Ken Black
 23 Mabel Cheyne, Olivia Thompson
 24 Gerald O’Connor
 26 Jason Hassan
 27 Jameail Hand, Brody Kaley
 29 Susan LeBourdais

Happy Anniversary
 4 Michael & Kristi LaMalfa

January
Happy Birthday  
 2 David Aldrich, David DeSmith, 

Cassidy Devitt 
 4 Andrea Appleton, Nancy 

Lamoureaux  
 9 Heather DiGrigoli  
 10 Cathy Carchedi  
 11 John Culver  
 17 Judith Washburn  
 18 Marcie Nevin  
 19 Zachary Turner  
 20 Judith Lamont  
 21 David Baker, Jasmine Hyatt,  

Raylene Shaw 
 23 Bryson Rose  
 24 Cassidy Goodwin  
 25 Alyvia Dowling, Soleil Laurin, 

Diana MacFarlane, Elliot  
Thompson 

 26 David Nevin, Christiana Perry 
 27 Teddy Carter  
 28 Simira Hanger, Nancy Zuber 
 29 Bertha Boos, Cameron Langsdale, 

Kaydence Shaw 

Happy Anniversary
 7 Patricia & John Moynahan 
 9 Gwen Davis & Mark Ouillette

Poinsettia dedications 
should be made by December 15.

Envelopes are available in the church, 
you may also use the regular mail

or donate through the website - look for 
Christmas Flowers in the

dropdown menu of the Funds box.

Once again, St. Stephen’s will be supporting 
the Berkshire Immigrant Center with a gift 

card drive. From November 27 through 
December 15th, please bring gifts cards to 
the church office or Sunday’s collection 

basket. Local stores that are easily reached are 
preferred (i.e. Walmart rather than Target) 
Grocery store cards are also appreciated.

Berkshire Immigrant Center 
Gift Card Drive
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submitted by Leah Luczynski, TreasurerFinancial Update
Below are graphs showing the month of October average income and expenses from 2018-2021 as 
compared to October 2022 and compared to what we budgeted per month.  

In the month of October, our operating revenues were $35,695. Our operating expenses totaled $27,516. 
This put us under budget for the month by $8,179. Our quarterly General Investment Income has 
increased our revenues this month.  However, pledges have declined slightly from last month. However 
we are still over what we budgeted for our YTD by almost $5,000.  Online pledging continues to grow in 
popularity. Online giving is an easy way to stay up to date on your pledge. Please contact our 
administrator Sarah (413) 448-8276 if you need help setting that up.  

 

 
If you would like to see a full itemized report of the income, expenses, savings accounts, and the balance 
sheet, please feel free to contact Leah Luczynski directly e: leah@leahinteriors.com or ph: 413.464.9333 
or Suzanne White e:smwhite@gmail.com 
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Sunday School is in Session
The children gather in the Sears Room at 9:45 a.m. 

on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month.
One December date - Sunday December 11.

(Just follow the footprints in the Parish House.)

Use the QR code to go right to our giving page!
OR text “giveststephens$amount” to: 73256. 

example: giveststephens$50 to donate $50

Before we move on to other estate topics, there are 
some miscellaneous thoughts about Wills we should 
consider.

One of the main reasons to have a Will is the ability 
to name someone to administer your estate. If you pass 
without a Will, the Probate Court will name someone 
to administer your estate. This person will come from 
a court-approved list but will nonetheless be a stranger. 
Most people choose to designate their own Executor,  
usually a family member or a close friend, for this im-
portant role, but some banks or trust companies may 
also be used. You should confirm that the relative or 
friend is willing to serve before having the Will drafted. 
In the event this person becomes unable or subsequent-
ly unwilling to serve, an alternative person should also 
be considered. Some consolation for the Executor is that 
he or she is entitled to take a fee for their services, usu-
ally a small percentage of the gross estate.

The first task of the person named in the Will should 
probably be to retain an attorney for assistance. The 
next task will be to submit the Will to the Probate 
Court, an important step since failure to probate a Will 
may lead to some serious penalties. 

 After the Executor is appointed by the Probate 
Court, the next task is to collect and identify the as-

sets listed in the Will and make an Inventory of them. 
The Inventory is then submitted to the Probate Court. 
This is another reason to engage an attorney because 
there are timeframes in which these events should oc-
cur. Hopefully there is no dissent among the heirs, but 
there will be opportunities for objections as the estate 
is administered.

Once the estate assets are collected and the Inven-
tory is filled, the assets are ready to be distributed and 
legacies are ready to be fulfilled. Each person listed in 
the Will is required to acknowledge the receipt of their 
legacy, which in turn is filed with the Probate Court. 
This acknowledgment is evidence that the terms of the 
Will are being fulfilled. Once acknowledgments from all 
the heirs and any other people or organizations receiv-
ing a legacy are received, the Estate may be formally 
closed through a Final Accounting.

All of this will take some time and hopefully no 
wrinkles will arise. As you can see, the process is de-
tailed, but it’s detailed for a very good reason: to give us 
assurance that our final wishes are realized. 

Peaceful Planning is brought to you by the Stewardship 
Committee. This article was written by Stewardship Com-
mittee member William O’Neill, a retired attorney. St. Ste-
phen’s does not provide legal or tax advice.

Peaceful Planning
Who’s in Charge of Your Will After You Die?

Save the Date: Annual Meeting, 
Sunday, January 29 at the 10 AM service.

Ministry Leaders: please submit your 2022 ministry 
reports to Sarah by Tuesday, January 17.

Giving 
is easy


