
Love one another,
But make not a bond of love:
Let it rather be a moving sea
Between the shores of your souls.

- Kahlil Gibran
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The
St. Stephen’s Parish

 First Order

Psalm 51: 1, 11–13, 16 
(Ash Wednesday)

Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your loving-kindness; *
in your great compassion blot out  
my offences. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 
and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence * 
and take not your holy Spirit from me.

Give me the joy of your saving help again * 
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

Open my lips, O Lord, *
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Lenten Bible Study 
At a time when we are finding what many are calling “our 

new normal” - it seems to me that less is more. Our Lenten 
formation will be a form of Bible Study, which will be wrapped 
in our modified Compline Prayers. We will engage the Sunday 
Gospel text, utilizing a practice called Dwelling in the Word. For 
those familiar with our Compline practice, this text and practice 
will serve as our Scripture and Meditation. We will offer this as 
part of our regular Compline Prayers, Wednesday evenings at 
6:30pm. (Please note that it may run slightly longer than our 
‘normal’ 15-minute Compline.) Zoom link will be provided in the 
weekly eblast, and available through the office.

Changes As We Look Forward to Lent
Lent: Feb 22 (Ash Wednesday) - April 2 (Palm Sunday)

Our leadership team continues to help us walk carefully and 
responsibly in the wake of the pandemic. With the understanding 
that everyone will take precautions as each deems necessary - we 
will offer the following changes, beginning in Lent.
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Communion: 

The congregation will be invited to receive communion 
in both kinds. For the time-being, bread will be distributed 
at the head of center aisle, with chalice bearers on either 
side offering the opportunity to receive wine. To make 
that as safe as possible for the entire community - there 
will be hand sanitizer provided as people come forward 
to receive. If you’re a LEM, keep your eyes open for the 
schedule from Don Phipps. (Don’t worry, we’ll have a 
couple of opportunities for you to ask questions and 
have a quick refresher.)

Evening Eucharistic Service

We are very excited to be able to offer a weekly evening 
Eucharistic service. We will gather on Sunday evenings at 
5pm for a lovely Eucharistic service. 

The worship will be led by a rotation of clergy who 
are excited about the chance to be part of this new 
adventure. Our clergy rotation includes: Nina Pooley, 
David DeSmith, Bill Loutrel, and Tom Damrosch. 

You are invited to join us for worship with us on 
Sunday evenings at 5pm. Sunday evening provides the 
opportunity for evening worship to those who have 

preferred evening worship in the past, and for those who 
have been unable to be present earlier on Sunday (due to 
weekend company or travel, etc.)

Initially we will worship in the Guild Room. With the 
altar set up before the fireplace, and the candelabras lit, 
it should be lovely. The Guild Room provides us more 
than adequate space for the social distancing people may 
desire, and is a timely choice while the chapel windows 
are being repaired. (In addition, the property committee 
is thrilled that we’ve chosen a space that is easy to heat!)

Looking forward to seeing you on Sunday Evenings 
at 5pm in the Guild Room

Collect For Quiet Confidence 
O God of peace, who hast taught us that in returning 

and rest we shall be saved, in quietness and confidence 
shall be our strength: By the might of thy Spirit lift us, 
we pray thee, to thy presence, where we may be still and 
know that thou art God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Be well, and know that you are one of God’s Beloved,
Nina+

March 4th
organ recital
Organist Tim Pyper will play a solo concert at  
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church (67 East St.,
Pittsfield) on Saturday, March 4th at 3:00 p.m.
The program will include music by J.S. Bach,
Herbert Howells as well as the monumental Sonata 
on the 94th Psalm by Julius Reubke. 
Tim Pyper is Director of Music at Church of the Holy 
Apostles in New York City and was recently
appointed College Organist at Williams College. 
Admission is free – donations gratefully
accepted.

Safe Church Practices: 
Did You Know?

When possible, doors to classrooms and other 
areas where adults and children gather, should 

be left open. If not possible, the door shall 
have a window. Parents and guardians are 

welcome to stop in at any time.

Sunday School is in Session
The children gather in the Sears Room at 9:45 a.m. 

on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month,  
February 12, and February 26. (Just follow  

the footprints in the Parish House.)

 beginning February 26!
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February
Happy Birthday 

4 Derek Bodenstab 
5 Edward Hughes 
6 Angelina Pierce 
8 Anna Hassan

 12 David Ekstrom
 13 Judith Culver, 

Anne Marcure
 14 Landon Wilson
 15 Maxwell Plankey 
 17 Henry Biegel
 18 Mackenzie Ellis, 

Roy Stillman
 19 Sophia Wilson
 22 Robert Reynolds 
 23 Diane Forsyth
 25 Douglas Demary, 
                      Terry LeClair
 27 Veronica Fenton, 
        Dawn Mathes 

 28 Lois Symonds 

Happy Anniversary
3 Patrick & Danielle Shaw

March
Happy Birthday 

1 Sadie Watford
2 Henry Morris, 
3 Christopher Harrington, Nicole Marcil, 

Andrea Stasiowski, Brooke Thomas, 
Mia Thomas

5 Joshua Reynolds, Jim Sayers
6 Rev. Nina Pooley, Laura Szczepaniak
7 George Mathes
8 Elizabeth Harrington

 11 Christine Reynolds
 12 Brayden Billeter, Jacob Billetter, 

Grant Morin
 13 Makailey Cookis
 14 Wavelyn Hine
 15 Tyarah Dowling-Black, Doreen Sosa
 16 William Engle, Angela Moon
  19 Mary Turner
 20 Gary Curry
 21 Ian Borosky, Jim Currie, Wendy Goodwin 
22 Tommie Coles, Jaden Coscia, Patricia 

Moynahan
 23 Joan Evans
 24 Joy Mullen, Debbie Stillman
 28 Caleb Bodenstab
 29 Kathryn Jensen
  31 Geraldine Crane

Happy Anniversary

7 Jason & Crystal Hassan

Coffee Hour 
in 2023
In 2023 we’ll have Coffee Hour 
twice a month – on the 2nd 
and 4th Sundays. This schedule 
matches our Sunday School of-
ferings, so everyone can join in 
the fun.

Many thanks to our Coffee Hour 
hosts for their efforts! Should 
you be interested in hosting Cof- 
fee Hour in 2023, please contact 
Craig Reynolds for more infor-
mation.

Compline
on Wednesday Evenings
You’re invited to Compline via Zoom Wednesday 
evenings at 6:30 PM. 

Please check the weekly parish email for the 
Zoom link.

Compline is a simple office including a confession 
of sins, one or more psalms, a short reading from 
scripture, versicles and responses, the Lord’s Prayer, 
and collects which ask for God’s protection during the 
night to come. It is descended from the night prayers 
said before bed at the end of the monastic round of 
daily prayer.
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submitted by Leah Luczynski, TreasurerFinancial Update
In December, our operating revenues totaled $15,766. Our operating expenses totaled $33,783 putting us over
budget for the month by $18,017. We were over budget for the year by $27,432. For the third year in a row,
we did not need to take any money from the endowment to offset our deficit. We have been able to continue
to use the money in the savings account to balance the budget.
While the below graph looks like December’s pledge payments were down, by year end, pledges were only
under budget by $2,100! Thank you for all that you give and keeping your pledge on track this year. It is still
not too late to send in your 2023 pledge card. If you need a pledge card or would like to set up online giving,
please contact Sarah in the office. If you have signed up for online pledging, please be sure to still send in
your pledge card so that your gift is appropriately documented.
Below are graphs of December’s average income and expenses from 2018-2021 as compared to December
2022 actual, while showing what we budgeted per month (gray line) in 2022.

If you would like to see a full itemized report of the income, expenses, savings accounts, and the balance sheet, please feel
free to contact Leah Luczynski (Treasurer) directly e: leah@leahinteriors.com or ph: 413.464.9333 or Suzanne White
(Assistant Treasurer) e:smwhite@gmail.com

December Expenses Comparison



St. Stephen’s Parish // The First Order    5

Now that Nina has given you a glimpse of what we’re 
proposing for 2023, along with the theological under-
pinnings of this work, Craig and I would like to share 
some more detail with you in the form of a question-
and-answer dialog.

What is it we’re looking to do?
The Wardens, Vestry, and Rector are proposing that 

St. Stephen’s reach out to our neighbors in the commu-
nity to find out more about what’s happening in our 
neighborhood, in our city, and in our region.

Why reach out?
Parish leaders believe it’s the ongoing work of the 

church to engage with our brothers and sisters in the 
community. As we just heard, the writer of Micah urges 
us to “walk humbly with our God.” To us, this implies 
that God is on the move, and we’re called to keep up. 
Episcopal priest and author Fleming Rutledge puts it this 
way: “The calling of the church is to place itself where 
God is already at work.” So we’re proposing we make a 
renewed effort in 2023 to search for where God is “al-
ready at work,” here at St. Stephen’s, and in Pittsfield 
and Berkshire county.

Why now?
One obvious reason is that the pandemic has reshaped 

so much of our economic, demographic, cultural, and 
even spiritual landscape. So, when we ask, “Who is God 
calling us to be in this place and at this time?” or “What 
is God calling us to do in this place and at this time?” it 
seems wise to ask those questions anew in 2023.

Our parish also seems to be at a pivotal moment in 
our history. For example, thanks to our capable Property 
Committee, several major projects are underway to ad-
dress years of deferred maintenance. But how should the 
building serve parishioners – and the community - in the 
years ahead?

Also, along with most other mainline churches, St. 
Stephen’s continues to face changes in attendance, de-
mographics, giving patterns, and other headwinds. How 
could we – how should we - respond to these larger so-
cietal shifts?

Finally, it’s been over 20 years since our last capital 
campaign. The time seems right for such an effort some-

time in the foreseeable future. But a successful capital 
campaign is driven by a clear vision. A key way to dis-
cover that sense of vision is by exploring where God is 
already at work here at St. Stephen’s and in the larger 
community.

Who are we going to talk with?
Parish leaders envision conversations with a wide va-

riety of organizations, including government, civic, busi-
ness, and religious groups. Some possibilities: City Hall, 
Downtown Pittsfield, Inc., Berkshire Housing, Berkshire 
Health Systems, Service Net, Berkshire Arts Center, 1Bek-
shire, Berkshire Bank, Berkshire Theater Group, Mill 
Town Capital, Zion Lutheran, and others.

What questions are we going to ask?
The specific questions are still being formulated, but 

our key concerns are what groups are excited about in 
the year(s) ahead, what challenges they’re facing, where 
they’re already collaborating with other organizations, 
and more.

What is the timeframe for the effort?
The plan is to start soon. We hope to gather as much 

information as possible in the weeks ahead and recon-
vene this conversation early in the season after Pentecost, 
which this year is Sunday, May 28.

What are we going to do with the informa-
tion/responses gathered?

We’ll look for patterns and opportunities. The first 
objective will be to see as clearly as we can the shape of 
the landscape around us right now. Then we’ll begin to 
consider how we’re called to respond. Ultimately, we’re 
trusting that the Holy Spirit will guide us throughout 
the process. But we’ll be praying especially hard for help 
at this stage.

Who is going to do this? How can I help?
Parish leaders see a small, nimble group of parishio-

ners heading up this effort, with help from others in the 
congregation. Broadly, we see three groups of partici-
pants:

• Group 1: A core group of no more than 10 people 
who will head up the effort. These will be our “ad-
vanced scouts.”

Wardens’ Presentation for the 
2022 Annual Meeting

January 29, 2023
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• Group 2: Other “assisting scouts” who 
may have a connection with or affin-
ity for a specific community organiza-
tion and would like to reach out to this 
group. (Note that we’ll always try to 
send at least two people out together on 
“scouting missions.” Jesus sent his dis-
ciples out two by two.)

• Group 3: Those who wouldn’t want to 
be directly involved but who would sup-
port the effort in other ways, especially 
and most importantly through prayer.

If you’re interested in any of these roles, 
please contact a warden, a vestry member, or 
the Rector.

Does this undertaking have  
a name?

Jesus beckoned to the first disciples, “Come 
and see.” Since we view this as St. Stephen’s 
responding to Jesus’ eternal invitation, we’re 
calling this, “Go and See in 2023.” And I think 
I hear our first scout approaching now…

Josie/Craig R: Hey Craig – thanks for being 
a scout!! Do you have your head lamp?

Craig S: Yep! I’ve got to see clearly!

Josie/Craig R: And your hiking poles?

Craig S: Got ‘em. Wouldn’t want to stumble.

Josie/Craig R: How about your hiking 
boots?

Craig S: You bet! Walking the path with God 
to “Go and see in 2023!”

Josie/Craig R: And all God’s people said…

AMEN!

Welcome New Officers and Vestry!
Welcome to our newly elected church leaders. Thank you for serving.  

And thank you to our returning parish leaders. 
The slate from the Annual Meeting, which was elected unanimously:

Electing At Annual Meeting (January 29, 2023)

Co-Warden Craig Reynolds
Co-Warden Josephine Ellis
Clerk J. Christopher Perry
Treasurer Suzanne White

Continuing on Vestry in 2023
John Culver 2nd Term
Christopher Plankey 2nd Term
Wendy Webster-Coakley 2nd Term

John Garinther 1st Term
David Nevin 1st Term

Thank You to Departing  
Officers and Vestry!

Our deepest gratitude to those leaders who stepped down 
from their positions in 2022 or at the start of 2023:
Leah Luczynski who served faithfully as our Treasurer for five 
years. Leah was also a shining star on our Stewardship Team 
for many years. Thank you, Leah!
Angie Moon served as Clerk for two years and was a member 
of Vestry for four years prior to her clerkship. Angie has 
earned a break, but will remain active in other areas of the 
parish, including as a handbell ringer. Thank you, Angie!
Christina Wynn stepped down from Vestry in 2022 for the 
very best of reasons – to spend time with husband Michael 
and new baby Gabe! Christina made many contributions 
to leadership during her tenure, especially as part of our 
Stewardship Team. Thank you, Christina!

Assistant Treasurer William O’Neil
Vestry Member James Alden
Diocesan Convention Delegates Co-Wardens & Treasurer
Diocesan Convention Alternate Assistant Treasurer
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Perhaps this topic would have been a good place to 
start the Peaceful Planning Series, but now that we have 
discussed many of the aspects of estate planning, we 
should consider this question before moving forward. 
First, let’s consider the case for not using a lawyer to 
draw up a Will.

It is the age of the internet where just about anything 
can be found online, including information about Wills. 
Try it yourself: search for Wills and you will find a literal 
plethora of information and forms for doing your own 
Will. Some of it is free and some can be obtained at mod-
est cost. It is also important to know that almost all law-
yers use forms for language and content. You can go to 
any law library and find shelves and shelves of what are 
called Form Books. One of the warnings lawyers get in 
law school is that almost every line in a Form Book was 
tested through litigation, so let the user beware.

The same advice should be applied to forms found on-
line. You can, however, draw up a perfectly acceptable and 
valid Will with several of the forms offered online at little 
or no cost. This is based on your computer skill level and 
knowing exactly what you want to achieve with your 
Will. It will save you from having to make an appoint-
ment with a lawyer and paying legal fees. But is it a good 
thing to do? Let’s consider the case for using a lawyer.

One good reason to use a lawyer is the Attestation that 
comes at the end of the Will. The Attestation requires two 
witnesses who will attest to you being in relatively sound 
mind and body, and that it is your signature on the Will. 
Using people at the law office will avoid using family or 
friends as witnesses. There is also a “self-proving” Affi-
davit that should be signed by the witnesses that excuses 
them from appearing at Probate Court to verify their sig-
natures. This Affidavit requires attestation by a Notary 
Public. Law offices have access to both witnesses and No-
tary Publics, so even if you draw up the Will by yourself, 
you may end up in a law office anyway!

Most lawyers do not charge very much for drawing 
up a Will. It is a good way for them to introduce them-
selves to you and hopefully keep you as a client for fu-
ture legal needs, including probating your estate. Law-
yers may also offer free storage of the Will if you don’t 
want to keep it in your home. Again, this may offer the 
law office the opportunity to probate the estate later.

Finally, discussing your estate with a lawyer may re-
veal some aspects of your estate that you may have not 

realized the importance of or just overlooked. A lawyer 
may be able to give you an objective overview of your es-
tate and avoid any potential pitfalls. As indicated above, 
many lawyers only charge a modest fee for a simple Will 
in the hope of gaining a client and a later probate case. It 
is, of course, a good idea to check the amount of the fee 
when scheduling the appointment.

Whether you consult with a lawyer or draw up your 
own Will is really a matter of personal preference and 
your comfort level in using your computer skills. A third 
“hybrid” option would be for you to draft a Will and take 
it to a lawyer for comments.

In a future edition, we will return to the issue of trusts, 
particularly “irrevocable trusts,” for protecting your as-
sets from creditors and potential creditors. When we get 
into trusts, you most definitely will need a lawyer.

Peaceful Planning is brought to you by the Steward-
ship Committee. This article was written by Stewardship 
Committee member William O’Neill, a retired attorney. 
St. Stephen’s does not provide legal or tax advice. 

Peaceful Planning
Do I Really Need a Lawyer to Prepare My Will?

Shakespeare & Company 
to Use Parish Auditorium

Shakespeare & Company is restarting their 
Shakespeare in the Courts program this 
spring and will be using our Auditorium 
for rehearsal and performances, as they 
have in the past. How wonderful we can 
support such a transformative community 
program!




