Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 15, 2026, 10:00 a.m.

Voluntary “QO man, lament your great sin™ J.S. Bach
Hymn 441 “In the cross of Christ I glory” Rathbun
Welcome

The Opening Acclamation (pqge 1 in the booklet)

Collect

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and
affections of sinners: Grant yout people grace to love what you command
and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of
the wotld, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be
found, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and -
the Holy Spitit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Lizekicl 37: 1-14

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He
led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they
were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones liver” I answered, “O
Lotd God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the

Lord God to these bones: T will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.
T will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover
you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know
that | am the Lord.”

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as T prophesied, suddenly
there was a noise, a ratiling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. T
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and
skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says
the Lord Gad: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these
slain, that they may live.” T prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath
came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whaole house of Israel.
They say, ‘Out bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God:
I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
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people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know
that I am the Lord, when I open yout graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I
will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that 1, the Lotd, have
spoken and will act,” says the Lord.

Hear what the Spitit is saying to God’s People
Thanks be to God

Psalm 130 (please read responsively) De profundis
1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lotd;

Lord, hear my voice; *

let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.

2 If you, Lotd, were to note what is done amiss, *
O Lotd, who could stand?

3 For there is forgiveness with you; *
therefore you shall be feared.

4 T wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; *
in his word is my hope.

5 My soul waits for the Lotd,
mote than watchmen for the morning, *
more than watchmen for the morning.

6 O Israel, wait for the Lord, *
for with the Lord there is mercy;

7 With him there is plenteous redemption, *
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

The Gospel John 11: 1-45
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you, Lord Christ

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her
sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and
wiped his feet with het hait; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a
message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is 1ll.” But when Jesus heard it,
he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s gloty, so
that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was
ill, he stayed two days longer in the place whete he was.
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Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just how trying to stone you, and
are you going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve houts of
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see
the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the
light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our friend I.azarus has
fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to him,
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all tight.” Jesus, however, had been
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to
sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For yout sake I am
olad T was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas,
who was called the Txwin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we
may die with him.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb
four days. Now Bethany was neat Jetusalem, some two miles away, and
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their
brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him,
while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died. But even now 1 know that God will
give you whatevet you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will tise again in the resurrection
on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those
who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”” She said to him,
“Yes, Lotd, I believe that you ate the Messiah, the Son of God, the one
coming into the world.”

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told
her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she
heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to
the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews
who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and
20 out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the
tomb to weep there. When Mary came whete Jesus was and saw him, she
knelt at his feet and said to him, “Totd, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died.” When Jesus saw het weeping, and the Jews who came
with her also weeping, he was gteatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.
He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and
see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But
some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man
have kept this man from dying?”

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a
stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the
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sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lotd, already there is a stench because
he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to het, “Did I not tell you that if you
believed, you would see the gloty of God?” So they took away the stone.
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard
me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he
had said this, he ctied with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man
came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Maty and had seen what
Jesus did, believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Christ

Sermon The Rev. Nina R. Pooley
Affirmation of Faith (page 2 in the booklet)

The Prayers of the People  (bage 3 in the bookler)

We also pray for: Ken, Keith, Marcus, Drew, Robertine, Panl, Glen, Thom, Ted, Scott,
Charley, Henry, Shirley, Bill; Natashay; Sue; Mike; Dony Pat; the Jamily of Howard Frazier;
Jason; just peace for Ukratne; those affected by the violence in the Middle East and Sudan.

Those who have died:  FHoward Frazier; (Brother of Bill Frazier)
Confession (page 5 in the bookler)

Peace (page 5 in the booklet)
(Collection Plates are located at each Entrance)

Offertoty Anthem “Drop, drop, slow tears” Sam Batt Owens
Drop, drop, slow tears,
And bathe those beauteous feet,
Which brought from Heaven
The news and Prince of Peace.

Cease not, wet eyes,
His mercies to enttreat;
To cry for vengeance,
Sin doth never cease.

In your deep floods,
Drown all my faults and fears;
Nor let His eye see sin,
but through my ears. Phineas Fletcher



The Great Thanksgiving  (page 6 in booklet)
Sanctus

Fraction Anthem
Communion Anthem “None other LLamb” Joseph Roff

Post Communion Prayer  (puge 9 in the bookler)

Blessing

Announcements

Hymn 335 “I am the bread of life” Bread of Life
Voluntary “Chromatic Fugue” Johann Pachelbel

PARISH NOTICES
WHO ARE WE? St. Stephen’s Parish is a community of people who together
seek to serve our community, drawing strength and joy from worshipping
together. We don’t all believe the same, act the same, vote the same, or dress the
same — but we sttive to love the same, as Christ loved and served all people.

ST. STEPHEN’S TABLE - Gifts may be made by sending a donation to the
church or through our website. On the website, select “Give,” to find the link to
the online giving page. Select “St. Stephen’s Table” from the Fund menu.

SUNDAY FUNDAY - today, gather in the Sears Room at 9:50 a.m.

EASTER FLOWER DEDICATIONS will be accepted until April 1. Flower
envelopes are available at the church; donations may also be mailed to the oftice
or made online. Please print your loved ones’ names clearly.

LAST LENTEN BOOK CONVERSATION ON ZOOM - For Such A Time
As This "An BEmergency Devotronal’ by Hanna Reichel Thursday, March 26 from 7-
8 PM. with Rev. Nina & Deacon Margot. For Zoom link see the weekly email or
contact the office.

CHURCH DIRECTORY FOR 2026 NOW AVAILABLE at the church or
contact the office for a pdf version.




GIVING TO ST. STEPHEN’S IS EASY — Scan the QR code to
tind our giving form, or test “giveststephens$youramount” to
7325(example: giveststephens$25 will donate $25.) Google Pay

accepted. Message and data rates may apply. Message frequency vaties.
Text HELP to 73256 for help. Text STOP to 73256 to cancel.

Bottles/Cans Toter —Chris Plankey Cardboard Breakdown— Jennifer Townsend

MINISTERS OF THE CELEBRATION

CELEBRANT The Rev. Dr. Nina R. Pooley
LECTORS Bill Frazier, Don Phipps
LAY MINISTERS Jim Cawse, Chris Plankey
ALTAR GUILD David Nevikn, Jim Alden
GREETERS Craig & Christine Reynolds
VESTRY GREETER Jim Brennan
CRUCIFER Melissa Patnode
COFFEE HOUR Susan LeBourdais

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained through ONE
LICENSE, License #A-711743. All rights teserved

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Office Honrs: Tuesday — Thursday; 9 am. - 4 p.m.

Worship: Compline: Wednesday March 25, 6:30 pim. , Zoom
Saturday March 28, 5p.m. Sunday March 29, 10 a.m.

Sz. Stephen’s Table: Thursday & Friday, Grab and Go, 4:30 p.m.

Meetings: AA: Friday at 6:30 p.m.; Saturday at 10:00 a.m. NA: Saturday, 6:30
p-m. Dining Room



THIS WEEK’S PRAYER LIST
In our Parish prayers, we pray for: Thase on our prayer list, see page 4.

We pray for those serving in the armed forces and their families:
MA]J Andrew B., CPT Nichols P., 1LT Curtan J.D., Lance CPL Chad L., SPC
Amanda D, Pvt. Corey F.D., Army Ranger Sean J., Micah .

We pray for our conununity
Hahatat for Humanity in Pittsfield
Department of Mental Health
Government of the United States
In Our Diocesan cycle of prayer
we pray for:

Saints James and Andrew,
Greenfield;

Cathedral m the Night,
Northampton;

The Board of Examining Chaplains
The Episcopal Church Foundation
(ECE);

Recovery Ministries of the
Episcopal Church

In our Anglican cycle of prayer we
pray for:

Sunday: The Anglican Church of
Korea

Monday Diocese of Uruguay (South
America)

Tuesday Diocese of Utah (The
Episcopal Church)

Wednesday Diocese of Uyo (Nigeria)
Thursday: Diocese of Valparaiso
(Iglesta Anglicana de Chile)

Friday: Diocese of Vanuatu
(Melanesia)

Saturday: Diocese of Vellore (South
India)

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
67 Bast Street, Pittsficld, MA 01201 413-448-8276
mail@ststephenspittstield.org (e-mail) www.ststephenspittsfield. org
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William Morey

Anne Williams

Our Staff
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Sarah Mortison, Parish Administrator Dan Moon, St. Stephen’s Table
smortison(@ststephenspittsticld.org dmoon@pittsfield.net
Bert Boos, Office Assistant Roy Stillman, Weckend Sexton
bboos(@ststephensficld.org
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Welcome to Worship at St. Stephen’s

We are delighted to have you with us today as we worship together.

St. Stephen's Episcopal Chutch is an inclusive patish welcoming all people -
regardless of ethnicity, gender, sexual otientation, ot creed.

God loves you, and so do wel

All Are Welcome to Receive from God's Table.

Each week we share the bread and the wine: the gifts of God, given for the
people of God. We ivite you to recetve communion, but, if you'd rather
recetve a blessing, please come forward and indicate that by crossing your
arms across yout chest,

Receiving Communion:

The bread - When you come forward hold your hands out togethet, palm up.
The clergy person will place a wafet in your hands, and say, "The body of
Christ." Your response: "Amen." (Please let the clergy know if you'd prefer
a gluten free wafet.)

The wine - is offered by chalice bearers on either side of the aisle in front of
the altar area. Those sitting on the right should choose the right side chalice,
those sitting on the left, choose the left side chalice. The chalice bearer will
offer the wine, saying, "The Blood of Christ." Your response: "Amen." You
may receive the wine by taking a small sip from the chalice, or by dipping
your wafer in the wine, taking care not to touch the wine with your fingers.
You may also choose to hear the wotds and respond without choosing to
partake of the wine.

Childten are always welcome at worship!!

Families are welcome to sit wherever they wish. There are child-friendly
books in a bookshelf near a coloting station in the back, on the right side of
the sanctuary. There's a second coloring station on the front left, where there
is also our Kids' Own Space activity area. There’s a Nursery Nook in the
Guild Room for caregivers of infants and toddlers who need to take a break
during worship. Caregivers, please come and go as your child needs to - for
their safety, we ask that childten be accompanied at all times. Sunday
school 1s offered on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month, September
through May.

Collection Plates are located at each entrance. All gifts gratefully accepted.

Restrooms are located in our Parish House: Exit the sanctuary via the
doors on either side of the altar, follow the signs.



