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Beloved Daughter 
Sermon preached on June 7, 2026 
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church 
The Rev. Dr. Nina R. Pooley  
 
"May the words of my mouth and the medita3on of my heart, be acceptable to you, 
O God, my rock and my redeemer."  - Psalm 19:14, St. Helena's Version 
 
As I ponder this week's Gospel, one word from our text keeps echoing - daughter. “Take heart, 
daughter; your faith has made you well.” 
 
A story: Years ago, when our girls were in high school, we received a form leSer, about 
something or another, I honestly can't remember the subject maSer. What I do remember is 
aWer the salutaXon "Dear parent of a Yarmouth High School Student," the leSer went on to say 
something like,"this leSer is to inform you about blah blah blah that concerns your 
son/daughter" (like most form leSers do). But then in the rest of the body of the leSer, it used 
female pronouns. Rather than the standard format of using male pronouns, assuming we would 
translate as needed, the language of this leSer was, "your daughter, she, her." 
 
I didn't know that I had an issue with our default use of male-dominated language, unXl I saw 
the correct pronouns for my daughters. It was stunning to me. In my body I could feel the 
impact of that slight change. My daughters were valued and seen. (In a culture where that's 
NOT commonplace.) 
 
Which is why this Gospel text has me focused on how we speak about one another, the 
importance of language, and, in parXcular, this word - daughter.  When we enter the text, Jesus 
is being criXcized for calling MaShew to be a disciple, and for eaXng with tax collectors and 
sinners. In the ancient world, honor, reputaXon, and belonging were woven Xghtly together. To 
lose one was oWen to lose the others. Not only does Jesus associate with people whose 
standing within the community has been compromised, he treats them as though they belong 
at the table.1  
 
To reiterate what we established in last week's exploraXon of the Trinity - everyone is created in 
the image of God, and God welcomes everyone to God's table. 
 
In eaXng with tax collectors and sinners, Jesus is associaXng with the shameful. The plot 
thickens when Jesus is interrupted by Jairus, a synagogue leader and head of a household, a 
man of public standing. Jesus responds without hesitaXon, agreeing to help. But then this 
unnamed woman emerges from the crowd, touching Jesus' cloak, and everything stops. Jesus 
turns toward the woman and speaks the word: “Daughter.” 
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Our friend and theologian the Rev. Dr. Andrew Thayer explains why this maSers:2 
  
 In the first century, the word [daughter] carried connotaXons of belonging, protecXon, 
 honor, and relaXonship—all the things her illness and exclusion had taken from her. With 
 that single word, the unnamed woman from the crowd is placed beside Jairus’s child.  
 Jairus has a daughter. Jesus reveals that so does God.  
 
Friends, in naming her "daughter" Jesus is acknowledging her beloved-ness. IdenXfying her as a 
child of God. He doesn't give her the blessing of God's love, he acknowledges that she already 
has it. She is already beloved of God. Created in God's image. Jesus declares that she is healed 
through her own audacious faith. She is so valuable that he doesn't rush to the home of Jairus -  
he gives her his Xme and aSenXon. He names her beloved of God, publicly, in front of the 
people gathered. He reframes her in the eyes of her community, she's not just healed, she is 
restored.  
 
Rev. Dr. Thayer writes:3 
 
 The healing restores her body. The word “daughter” restores her idenXty. In other 
 words,  Jesus does not make her a daughter of God. He announces that she already is 
 one. The woman already possesses value before Jesus speaks. She already bears the 
 image of God.  
 ...  
 What has been lost is not her worth but society’s ability to perceive it. Everyone else 
 sees a condiXon. Jesus sees a person. Everyone else sees a source of impurity. Jesus sees 
 a daughter. 
 ...  
 The miracle is not that the woman becomes valuable. The miracle is that, for a moment, 
 everyone is allowed to see the value that was already there—[she is] already made in 
 the image and likeness of God. 
 
 
Beloved Ones, that's the core of the message here - she is already made in the image of God. 
She is already God's beloved daughter, by virtue of her creaXon. Hold that thought. 
 
Earlier this week, the Episcopal News Service reported that new bishop of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Dallas, Bishop Robert Price, has issued new guidance for Sunday liturgies in his diocese. 
Price’s guidance specifically insisted on the use of “liturgies contained in the memorialized 1979 
Book of Common Prayer.” And he advised congregaXons not to incorporate several other 
commonly used supplemental liturgical resources, including the church’s “expansive language” 
versions of Holy Eucharist Rite II and the collecXon of liturgies known as Enriching Our 
Worship.4 (These supplemental liturgies have been authorized by General ConvenXon for use 
throughout The Episcopal Church, and do not require permission from a bishop.) Bishop Price 
framed his guidance as a call for diocesan unity, by praying the same liturgy across the diocese.  
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Beyond the fact that even within the context of the memorialized 1979 Book of Common Prayer 
there are 5 disXnct EucharisXc liturgies, I would argue that Bishop Price has missed the point. 
Not just of Common Prayer in our day and Xme, but of the Gospel. 
 
My issue with this limitaXon being placed on the prayers of Episcopal congregaXons is deep-
seated. It goes beyond my years of doctoral work in Anglican liturgical change, and how we 
honor our tradiXon while conXnuing to address the world in which we live. Or the fact that I 
served on the (General ConvenXon) Task Force for Reimagining the Prayer Book that worked so 
hard to provide sound structure and a path forward - to allow us to be people of Common 
Prayer while honoring our diversity. 
 
My objecXon is personal - because I am a daughter, and a sister, and the mother of daughters. 
And I truly believe what Jesus has been trying to tell us, even from his first century context. We 
are made in the image of God, all of us - regardless of gender, and we are beloved of God by our 
very creaXon. We are meant to see that in one another. To value one another as God's children.  
 
The language we use when we pray shapes what we believe, and how we understand God and 
one another.  When we limit our vision of God's beloved-ness as it is embodied in our diversity -  
we damage our community and damage our own relaXonship with God and each other. 
 
If a form leSer that includes feminine pronouns can have impact, then how much more can the 
language of our prayers? How we pray, how we define the people of God, how we describe God 
- it all maSers. How we name God and one another in prayer is fundamental to how we see 
ourselves as beloved of God. 
 
This is about our understanding of grace and beloved-ness, and the kingdom of God. In God's 
economy we don't limit ourselves to patriarchal language because we're used to it, and we 
certainly don't consider it to be 'unifying' - at the cost of undermining the beloved-ness of half 
the populaXon. 
 
We know from our Gospel text - that God's kingdom is not grounded in cultural misogamy, or 
other fear-based prejudice. Not in first century PalesXne. Certainly not more than 2000 years 
later. 
 
In God's kingdom we honor everyone. We value everyone. We recognize that everyone is made 
in God's image. 
 
May the words of our lips and the meditaXons of our hearts reflect that language - always. 
Amen. 
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