
New to St. Stephen’s? You will find useful information on the back of this leaflet. 
 

Fourteenth  Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday August 30, 2026, 10:00 a.m. 

 
Voluntary         “Come thou fount of every blessing” arr. Timothy Shaw 
 
Hymn  423                      “Immortal, invisible” St. Denio 
 
Welcome  
 
The Opening Acclamation   (page 14 in the booklet) 
 
Collect   
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft 
in our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us 
with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
First Lesson   Exodus 3: 1-15 
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; 
he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of 
God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a 
bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then 
Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the 
bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, 
God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I 
am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for 
the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am 
the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
 

Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in 
Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I 
know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the 
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the 
Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry 
of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians 
oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the 
Israelites, out of Egypt.” 
 

But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring 
the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be 
the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people 
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out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” But Moses said to 
God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your 
ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what 
shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” He said further, 
“Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am has sent me to you.’“ God also 
said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of 
your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, has sent me to you’: 
 

This is my name forever, 
and this my title for all generations. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People 
Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 105 : 1-6,23-26 45c            (Please read responsively) -   Confitemini Domino 
1   Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; * 
     make known his deeds among the peoples. 
 

2   Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 
     and speak of all his marvelous works. 
 

3   Glory in his holy Name; * 
     let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
 

4   Search for the Lord and his strength; * 
     continually seek his face. 
 

5   Remember the marvels he has done, * 
     his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
 

6   O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 
     O children of Jacob his chosen. 
 

23 Israel came into Egypt, * 
     and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham. 
 

24 The Lord made his people exceedingly fruitful; * 
     he made them stronger than their enemies; 
 

25 Whose heart he turned, so that they hated his people, * 
     and dealt unjustly with his servants. 
 

26 He sent Moses his servant, * 
     and Aaron whom he had chosen. 
 

45 Hallelujah! 
 
 



3 
 

Second Lesson Romans  12: 9-21 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one 
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not 
lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend 
hospitality to strangers. 
 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with 
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one 
another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be 
wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for 
what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, 
live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for 
the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 
Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give 
them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on 
their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches 
Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel   Matthew 16: 21-28 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo 
great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 
But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling 
block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.” 
 

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want 
to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will 
find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit 
their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
 

“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, 
and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, 
there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the 
Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Christ 
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Sermon                                                                   The Rev. David DeSmith 
 
Affirmation of Faith        (page 15/16 in the booklet) 
 
The Prayers of the People       (page16 in the booklet) 
We also pray for: Ken, Keith, Marcus, Drew, Robertine, Paul, Glen, Ted, Charley, Craig; 
Natasha; Sue; Mike; Don; Pat; Heather; Caleb; Angelo; Linda; Sharon; Julie;: a just peace 
for Ukraine; those affected by the violence in the Middle East and Sudan. 
 
Confession                          (page 18 in the booklet) 
 
Peace                                   (page 18 in the booklet) 
                             (Collection Plates are located at each Entrance) 
 
Offertory Solo                    “Largo” Antonio Vivaldi   
                
The Great Thanksgiving      (page 19 in booklet) 
 
Sanctus    (Sung by all) 
 
Fraction Anthem I                (Sung by all) 
 
Communion Solo          “Here I am Lord” Daniel Schutte/Joel Raney 
    
 

Post Communion Prayer        (page 24/25 in the booklet 
 
Blessing 
 
Announcements  
 
Hymn 441              “In the cross of Christ I glory”          Rathbun 
 
 
Voluntary     “Fanfare” Jean Joseph Mouret                   

 
 
 

PARISH NOTICES 
WHO ARE WE? St. Stephen’s Parish is a community of people who 
together seek to serve our community, drawing strength and joy from 
worshipping together. We don’t all believe the same, act the same, vote the 
same, or dress the same – but we strive to love the same, as Christ loved and 
served all people.  
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ST. STEPHEN’S TABLE - Gifts may be made by sending a donation to 
the church or through our website. On the website, select “Give,” to find 
the link to the online giving page. Select “St. Stephen’s Table” from the 
Fund menu. This week’s Gifts to the Table are given by Claudia Austin Curry on her 
birthday in honor of her beloved mother Doris Austin. 
 

NEXT WEEK- The Rev. William Loutrel will lead the 10 a.m. service.  
 

SUMMER READING – Big Queer Nun by Shane Phelan. Friends of the 
author, David DeSmith and Jim Alden, will host a Zoom conversation with 
Shane on September 24 at 7 p.m. Purchase books at Indie Readery and Records, 
314 North St., Pittsfield. 
 
 

 
 
Paper – Toter - Roy Sutton                                     Cardboard-Home- Chris Plankey 

 
THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 

Office Hours: Tuesday – Thursday, 9 a.m.– 4 p.m. 
 

Worship: Compline: Wed. September 2, 6:30 p.m. Zoom,  
 Sunday September 6, 10 a.m. 
 

St. Stephen’s Table:    Thursday & Friday, Grab and Go, 4:30 p.m. 
 

Meetings: AA: Friday at 6:30 p.m.; Saturday at 10:00 a.m., NA: Saturday, 6:30 
DR 

MINISTERS OF THE CELEBRATION 
CELEBRANT   The Rev. David DeSmith 
LECTORS                                                                  Bill Frazier, Josie Ellis  
LAY MINISTERS                                          Chris Plankey, Craig Reynolds 
ALTAR GUILD                             Bill Frazier, Diane Forsyth, Angie Moon 
GREETERS                                                           Josie Ellis, Claudia Curry 
VESTRY GREETER                                                            John Garinther 
CRUCIFER                                                       Jim Alden 
FLUTE                                                                              Amanda Watroba 
 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained through ONE 
LICENSE, License #A-711743. All rights reserved 
 
 

 

GIVING TO ST. STEPHEN’S IS EASY – Scan the QR code to 
find our giving form or text “giveststephens$youramount” to 73256 
(example:giveststephens$25 will donate $25.) Google Pay accepted. 
Message and data rates apply. Message frequency varies. Text HELP 
to 73256 for help. Text STOP to 73256 to cancel. 
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THIS WEEK’S PRAYER LIST 
 

In our Parish prayers, we pray for: Ken, Keith, Marcus, Drew, Robertine, 
Paul, Glen, Ted, Charley, Craig; Bill; Natasha; Sue; Mike; Don; Pat; Heather; 
Mary; Caleb; Angelo; Linda; Sharon; Julie; a just peace for Ukraine; those 
affected by the violence in the Middle East and Sudan. 
 

We pray for those serving in the armed forces and their families:  
MAJ Andrew B., CPT Nichols P., 1LT Curran J.D., Lance CPL Chad L., SPC 
Amanda D., Pvt. Corey F.D., Army Ranger Sean J., Micah H. 
 

We pray for our community: 
Local Food Programs 
Pittsfield City Government 
The Governor of Massachusetts 
 
In Our Diocesan cycle of prayer we pray for: 
Christ Church Cathedral, Springfield; 
Admin. Assistant to the Canon to the Ordinary, Karen Warren 
Seminaries of the Episcopal Church; 
Multicultural Bridge, Berkshires  
 

In our Anglican cycle of prayer we pray for: 
Sunday: The Church in the Province of the West Indies 
Monday: Diocese of Bauchi (Nigeria) 
Tuesday: Diocese of Belize (West Indies) 
Wednesday: Diocese of Bendigo (Australia) 
Thursday: Diocese of Beni (L’ Eglise Anglicane Du Congo) 
Friday: Diocese of Benin(Nigeria) 
Saturday: Diocese of Bentiu (South Sudan)   
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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
East Street, Pittsfield, MA  01201 

413-448-8276 
mail@ststephenspittsfield.org (e-mail) 

ststephenspittsfieldnews@gmail.com (news items) 
www.ststephenspittsfield.org 

 
 
 

 
 
 

VESTRY 
   John Garinther, Co-Warden                      David Nevin, Co-Warden  
   J. Christopher Perry, Treasurer                  Christopher Plankey, Clerk  
   James Brennan           Al Symonds, Asst. Treasurer 
   Caleb Dillon-Harmon  Christine Furcinite-Reynolds   
   Leah Luczynski William Morey  
   Anne Williams 
 

Our Staff 
The Rev. Dr. Nina R. Pooley, Rector             Joy Mullen, Director of Music 
ninapooley@revnina.org                               jmullen@ststephenspittsfield.org 

 

Sarah Morrison, Parish Administrator        Dan Moon,        
smorrison@ststephenspittsfield.org           Director of St Stephen’s Table 
 dmoon@pittsfield.net 
Bert Boos, Office Assistant 
bboos@ststephensfield.org    

 
 

          Weekday Sextons – Ecuadorian Women’s Co-op 
Sunday Sexton         Roy Stillman 

 
 

The Diocese of Western Massachusetts 
 The Rt. Rev. Miguelina Howell 

800-322-8513    www.diocesewma.org 
 

mailto:smorrison@ststephenspittsfield.org
mailto:dmoon@pittsfield.net
mailto:bboos@ststephensfield.org
http://www.diocesewma.org/
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Welcome to Worship at St. Stephen’s 
 

We are delighted to have you with us today as we worship together. 
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church is an inclusive parish welcoming all people - 
regardless of ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, or creed.  
God loves you, and so do we!  
 
All Are Welcome to Receive from God's Table. 
Each week we share the bread and the wine: the gifts of God, given for the 
people of God. We invite you to receive communion, but, if you'd rather 
receive a blessing, please come forward and indicate that by crossing your 
arms across your chest.  
 
Receiving Communion: 
The bread - When you come forward hold your hands out together, palm 
up. The clergy person will place a wafer in your hands, and say, "The body of 
Christ." Your response: "Amen."  (Please let the clergy know if you'd prefer 
a gluten free wafer.) 
 
The wine - is offered by chalice bearers on either side of the aisle in front of 
the altar area. Those sitting on the right should choose the right side chalice, 
those sitting on the left, choose the left side chalice. The chalice bearer will 
offer the wine, saying, "The Blood of Christ." Your response: "Amen." You 
may receive the wine by taking a small sip from the chalice, or by dipping 
your wafer in the wine, taking care not to touch the wine with your fingers. 
You may also choose to hear the words and respond without choosing to 
partake of the wine.  
 
Children are always welcome at worship!! 
Families are welcome to sit wherever they wish. There are child-friendly 
books in a bookshelf near a coloring station in the back, on the right side of 
the sanctuary. There's a second coloring station on the front left, where there 
is also our Kids' Own Space activity area. There’s a Nursery Nook in the 
Guild Room for caregivers of infants and toddlers who need to take a break 
during worship. Caregivers, please come and go as your child needs to - for 
their safety, we ask that children be accompanied at all times. Sunday 
school is offered on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month, September 
through May. 
 
Collection Plates are located at each entrance. All gifts gratefully accepted. 
 
Restrooms are located in our Parish House: Exit the sanctuary via the 
doors on either side of the altar, follow the signs. 
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